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The majority of 
this edition of 
Bespoke was 
written earlier 
in the Spring 
Term.

Since the 
Government 

informed us that schools were 
required to close with effect from 
Monday 23/03/2020 for all but 
the most vulnerable pupils and the 
children of key workers, it feels like 
we’re learning how to run and work 
in a completely different school 
with a whole new set of challenges. 

The OHS is now teaching around 
40 pupils each day through 
a blended offer of video call, 
telephone call and online 
classrooms using high quality 
learning materials; in addition, 
work packs have been distributed 
across the county and to our in-
patient settings.

Whilst it feels like we’re running 
a completely different school, all 
staff are rising to the challenges in 
such a positive way. I am incredibly 
proud of the team, our staff, pupils 

and governors; they are all rising to 
the challenges and changes that 
the current situation is bringing 
with determination, resilience and 
focus.

Writing this article gives me the 
opportunity to reflect on the 
school’s achievements each term. 
It’s easy to forget how exciting and 
rewarding the job is sometimes as 
each day and week are so busy. 
There is no doubt that working 
in education is a rollercoaster 
and the hospital education 
sector amplifies these emotions 
considerably.

We’ve had a big focus on reading, 
literacy and phonics across 
the school this term. The work 
was ignited by the incredibly 
generous donations to the school 
by the customers of Blackwell’s 
bookshop in Oxford. The generosity 
wasn’t just limited to customers 
spending money; it was about 
being thoughtful and writing 
personal, touching comments to 
our pupils that really lifted spirits. 
Given where they’re being 
educated, our pupils can 
often feel isolated; these 

wonderful comments served as a 
reminder to them that they are 
not forgotten but are very much in 
people’s minds. 

We use an internal online system 
for staff to share posts detailing 
some of the highlights of their 
day and the amazing work of 
our pupils. Hearing such positive 
comments and seeing pupils 
engrossed in their new books acted 
as a reminder that reading can 
change lives and that generous 
communities hold the key to unlock 
potential.

This term has also had a focus on 
mental health. It’s important for 
us to remember that we shouldn’t 
need prompts like Children’s 
Mental Health Awareness Week, 
Safer Internet Day and Time To 
Talk Day to remind us to be kind 
and to be sensitive to people’s 
mental, as well as their physical 
health challenges. 

Read more on the next page >

Welcome by Steve Lowe, 
Headteacher
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These days however do provide us 
with really important messages 
and offer us an opportunity to 
dive deeper into the issues raised. 
Our staff all hold space to support 
our pupils and their colleagues for 
the emotional and physical pain 
that they may endure; I owe them 
a great debt of gratitude for the 
way that they support the school 
community. This is one of the 
things that makes the Oxfordshire 
Hospital School (OHS) such a great 
place to be.

Although we must be sensitive 
to the mental health needs of 
others, remaining grounded and 

pragmatic is equally important. 
I was reminded by a Psychiatrist 
recently that it’s ok to feel 
unhappy and it’s actually a 
perfectly normal emotion to have. 
Getting the balance right for our 
own mental health, knowing when 
something is genuinely wrong, is 
certainly a piece of learning that I 
have taken this term.

Staff at the OHS teach well 
over 2,000 lessons each term to 
children who are too unwell to 
attend their usual school. Being 
taught helps young people to 
normalise their lives and do what 
children do. Whilst some might 

think that all children want to do 
if they’re unwell is watch a box set 
or play on their phone, our pupils 
genuinely enjoy the routine that 
going to school and being taught 
offers them.

Our work is supported by so many 
members of our wider community, 
Oxfordshire schools, charities, the 
health service and so many youth 
organisations giving time. My key 
take-a-way words for this term are 
generosity, commitment and trust 
- thank you for everything that you 
give.

Welcome by Steve Lowe, Headteacher

In the 100 years since its 
inception, the OHS has 
always looked to use 
innovative and creative 
methods to teach its 
pupils.

Examples from the 
past include special 
easels and workstations 
developed for pupils 
needing to be taught 
from their bedside. 

A current innovative 
teaching method at the 
OHS is the use of AV1 
robots, highlighted at a 
recent art workshop held 
at the John Radcliffe 
(JR) Hospital.

Pupils on Level 0 at 
the JR took part in a 

workshop to create 
3D giraffe heads, with 
visiting artist Emma 
Titcombe from Modern 
Art Oxford. Thanks to a 
live link-up using an AV1 
Robot, pupils on Level 
1 could also join in the 
workshop at the same 
time!

Catherine Costello, 
Leader for Learning, 
Children’s Hospital 
Teaching Sector at the 
OHS said: “The AV1 Robot 
was a fantastic way to 
ensure that children all 
over the hospital were 
able to engage with the 
same workshop, receiving 
inspiration and individual 
guidance from our 
visiting artist. The power 

of technology certainly 
made it possible for the 
session to be enjoyed by 
a much wider audience 
of pupils, which was 
wonderful to witness.”

As the OHS enters its 
next 100 years, its 
dedicated staff will 
continue to adapt, 
develop and use 
innovative teaching 
methods to ensure that 
all pupils receive the 
education that they 
deserve.

For more information 
about how the OHS use 
robots to help pupils with 
their learning, visit www.
ohs.oxon.sch.uk/robots-
in-school-project. 

100 years of Innovation at the OHS
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Staff Professional 
Development Day

“I like hospital 
school. They are all 
nice people and the 
activities are very 

exciting.”

On Monday 6th January, members of staff from 
across the OHS gathered at the Kassam Stadium, 
Oxford for a dedicated professional development 
day.

The main focus of the day was ‘Literacy across 
the Curriculum’ and involved interactive activities, 
discussions and presentations.

The day started with a warm-up ‘speed dating’ 
style activity, where staff were asked to share a 
really successful lesson starter. This activity was 
wholeheartedly embraced by all, with lots of 
professional discussions and sharing taking place. 
Congratulations to Liz Silk who shared a great 
starter activity for science and received an Amazon 
voucher for her idea.

Helen White, Assistant Head: Teaching, Learning & 
Assessment at the OHS, then shared a presentation 
on the rationale and research behind the importance 
of improving literacy in primary and secondary 
schools. 

Helen’s presentation was also supported by 
reflections from Juliet Wraith on Early Reading, 
Teresa Foster on Key Stage 2 writing and Liz Silk on 
disciplinary literacy in science.

Practical workshops on reading (led by Georgie 
Bracey), vocabulary (led by Corinna Swift) and 
‘risk free starting points to lessons using physical 
activities’ - ideas to engage/motivate and assess 
our young people (led by Alice Floyd) were also well 
received by staff.

Discussion groups then reflected on literacy across 

the 
curriculum 
at the 
OHS, with 
questions being asked such as: What’s working well? 
What can be even better? What are the priorities for 
staff training and resources? What would you like to 
know more about? Staff examined these questions 
within their teams, and following on from the 
professional development day, the results of these 
discussions will be collated into an OHS ‘Literacy 
across the Curriculum’ action plan.

In the afternoon, James Shryane, Assistant Head: 
Inclusion & Safeguarding gave an update on 
Personal, Social, Health & Economic Education 
(PSHE) and Sex and Relationships Education (SRE). 
Headteacher Steve Lowe also talked about the 
school improvement plan and how ‘Staff Voice’ 
feedback can contribute to this.

Helen White, Assistant Head: Teaching, Learning & 
Assessment at the OHS coordinated the professional 
development day. Helen said: “I was really pleased 
with the energy that was created during the 
sessions. The range of activities flowed really well 
and it was a really collaborative approach to whole 
school reflection and improvement planning.

“The importance of literacy across the curriculum 
is something that the OHS is passionate about and 
the day really helped to cement that thinking and 
highlight additional areas to explore.”

By investing in staff at the OHS with professional 
development days such as this, pupils across the OHS 
will be the ultimate beneficiaries.

Feedback from OHS Pupils in March 2020
“It is very very good, 

considering I feel comfortable telling 
them anything I want. The staff are amazing, 

I get along with every single one of them, I can tell
you that they do their job with joy and happiness. 

They have really helped me get back into the 
feeling I can do this, thank you 

all so much.”
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On Thursday 23rd January, the 
OHS had a visit from Nadine 
Dorries, Member of Parliament for 
Mid Bedfordshire.

Ms Dorries visited the Highfield 
Adolescent Unit (HAU) and had 
a tour of the facilities whilst also 
meeting members of staff and 
young people at the facility. 

Ms Dorries spent time with a 
young person in the art room who 
was doing tile mosaics,   

and she also spoke to Higher Level 
Teaching Assistant, Ryan Dennis 
about the HAU, his role, and how 
he engages pupils.

As part of her visit, Ms Dorries also 
spoke to Leader of Learning at the 
HAU, Mollie Tustain.

Mollie said: “It was a pleasure to 
host Nadine Dorries MP - I love 
being able to talk to people about 
our fantastic team, facilities and 
young people here at the HAU.

“The teaching 
team were 
fantastic 
throughout 
the visit - Ryan 
in particular 
was a great 
representative for the school.”

For further information about 
teaching at the Highfield 
Adolescent Unit, please visit 
www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/highfield-
teaching. 

Nadine Dorries (MP) visits the OHS

Well done to the Oxford Centre 
for Children and Young People 
in Pain (OXCYPP) team based 
at the Nuffield Orthopaedic 
Centre (NOC), who were recently 
nominated for the Oxford 
University Hospitals Staff 
Recognition Awards, ‘Patients’ 
Choice - Team Award’.

The OXCYPP team help young 
people and their families to 
understand and manage their 
chronic pain so they can return to 
most, or even all activities of daily 
living.

The role of the team is varied, 
and they help people in many 
ways, including hydrotherapy, 
talking therapy, sorting out sleep 
problems and helping schools

to understand Chronic Pain 
Syndrome and how to support 
their young people.

The team attended the awards 
evening at Oxford Town Hall 
on Wednesday 4th December. 
Although they didn’t win the 

accolade 
this time, 
they were all 
delighted to 
have been 
nominated.
Ruth Jervis, 
the OHS 

teacher working with the team 
said: “We were so pleased and 
proud to receive the nomination 
- particularly as it came directly 
from patients and their families.

“We have a fantastic team at 
the NOC. The young people we 
work with find our rehabilitation 

programmes hard work and 
challenging, but also really helpful 
and fun - and most do really well. 

“I particularly enjoy the 
complexities and challenges 
involved in teaching young 
people with chronic pain and 
helping them to succeed, both in 
the classroom and then back at 
school.”

For more information about the 
Oxford Centre for Children and 
Young People in Pain (OXCYPP) 
team, visit www.ouh.nhs.uk/
childrens-rehabilitation/services/
pain-management/default.aspx 

Staff Recognition Award Nomination
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Schools’ Self-Evaluation Tool
Later this year the OHS will be 
launching an exciting new online 
tool to support schools with the 
education of pupils with medical 
conditions.

The review tool forms part of 
the wider Medical Needs in 
Schools Oxfordshire project; a 
collaboration between Oxfordshire 
Hospital School and Children’s 
Psychological Medicine (CPM) 
– Oxford University Hospitals 
NHS Foundation Trust. The 
driver behind the project is a 
recognition that children with 
medical conditions are at higher 
risk of educational, social, and 
psychological difficulties and poor 
inter-agency working is often cited 
as a factor in contributing to sub-
optimal support for this group of 
children.

The core aim of the self-evaluation 
tool is to build capacity within 
schools for the support of pupils 
with medical conditions. It is 
hoped that this work will form part 
of schools wider work to develop 
inclusive cultures that promote 
equality and recognise individual 
needs. 

The self-evaluation tool will 
provide schools with access to 
quality assured resources, training 
and support in managing medical 
needs within the education 
environment, in compliance 
with statutory and best practice 
guidance. As a longer term goal 
for the self-evaluation tool, it is 
hoped that there will be a lasting 
impact on schools by building 
networks of expertise and best 
practice that colleagues can draw 
on when needs are identified.

The Self-Evaluation & Review 
Tool:
• The Self-Evaluation and 

Review Tool will be a free (to 
Oxfordshire County Council 
schools), securely hosted, web 
based product

• The tool will be launched to 
users through an app 

• Users will be initially identified 
using the list of named staff 
collected from the OCC 
safeguarding audit that 
identifies colleagues in schools 
who have a responsibility for 
supporting pupils with medical 
conditions

• Along with the named person, 
senior leaders / headteachers 
at each school will also have a 
log in

• The tool will include a PC 
desktop interface for users

• Each school will have their 
own secure area in which to 
complete their audit that 
cannot be viewed by any other 
school

• Schools will evaluate their

current practice against the 
national standards for supporting 
pupils at school with medical 
conditions

The audit is broken down into 5 
key areas:

1. Policy
2. Individual Healthcare Plans
3. Roles & Responsibilities
4. Equality of Access
5. Promoting Attendance

Each area is in turn, broken down 
into subcategories for users to 
evaluate the quality of their 
provision and allows them to 
access resources and training 
materials against each standard 
to improve their practice.

We will be sharing more news 
about this evaluation tool in the 
next issue of Bespoke.

More details can be found in 
the statutory guidance on the 
gov.uk website: www.gov.uk/
government/publications/
supporting-pupils-at-school-with-
medical-conditions--3.

DID YOU KNOW?

The OHS provides home 
tuition for pupils who are 
unable to attend school 

due to a medical condition 
and ensure that they 

receive  the appropriate 
education their condition 

allows.

DID YOU KNOW?



The OHS offers a quality 
educational provision and 
support to pupils with long 
term or recurrent illnesses, 
mental health issues aged 

between 5 and 18 years 
who are in statutory full-

time education. 

DID YOU KNOW?
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For nearly ten years, OHS pupils at 
the John Radcliffe Hospital have 
been receiving free books from 
the fantastic national children’s 
literacy charity, Read for Good.

Read for Good provides a regular 
supply of 120 brand new books 
and a professional storyteller visit 
to all the UK’s major children’s 
hospitals every six weeks.

The Read for Good hospital 
programme began as an initial 
pilot in three hospitals back in 
2010 (which included the John 
Radcliffe Hospital), before being 
rolled out over the next five years 
into all 30 of the UK’s major 
children’s hospitals. 

Since the programme began, 
children at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital have received 7891 brand 

new books, as well as many visits 
from resident storyteller, Adele 
Moss.

Cherry Land, Operations Manager 
at Read for Good said: “The 
Oxfordshire Hospital School has 
an integral role in promoting and 
operating the Read for Good 
scheme, ensuring young patients 
can access the magic of stories 
during their stay.

“Read for Good’s main mission is 
to motivate children in schools 
to read for fun. Books and stories 
play a vital role in children’s 
hospitals - providing comfort, 
distraction and relieving anxiety.” 

“Our charity is entirely funded by 
donations, including from Trusts 
and the wonderful schools who 
take part in our Readathon - 
reading and raising to bring the 

power of stories into your hospital.”

Catherine Costello, Leader for 
Learning, Children’s Hospital 
Teaching Sector at the OHS 
said: “This is a wonderful charity 
and offers immense benefits 
to children and their families in 
hospital. 

“The delivery of carefully chosen 
titles is always eagerly awaited 
and it’s such a pleasure stocking 
up the book trolleys on the wards: 
these can be wheeled around so 
that children all over the hospital 
are able to find a book which 
whets their appetite for reading. 

“We can’t thank the charity, and 
all who support it, enough.’

For more information about Read 
for Good, visit https://readforgood.
org. 

Read for Good at the John 

Radcliffe Hospital

Feedback from Schools
in March 2020

“This is my first experience of working with one 
another so I have been unsure of what to expect. I 

have been really impressed with the understanding of 
providing work from teachers when gathering this. I 

have also been pleased with communication 
when something needs to be actioned.”
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Cotswold Wildlife Park and 
Gardens have very generously 
given the opportunity for many 
OHS pupils to visit the Park with 
complimentary day passes.

Historically pupils have visited 
the wildlife park in Burford, 
Oxfordshire as part of their science 
lessons. This new offer now means 
that pupils can also go to the 
park in their own time with their 
families.

The staff at the Cotswold Wildlife 
Park have always offered fantastic 
opportunities for OHS pupils such 
as one-to-one talks tailored to 
pupils’ interests (African animals, 

Owls and Wolverine have all 
been past subjects!). They made 
a pupil’s dream come true with a 
personal snake encounter. 

Lorna Wright, a Science Teacher 
at the OHS has taken pupils to 
the park as part of their lessons. 
Lorna said: “This is such a fantastic 
opportunity for our pupils. “By 
making these passes available to 
our pupils free of charge, it offers 
trips to the park when this may not 
have been previously financially 
possible.”

Taia Mcauliffe, Higher Level 
Teaching Assistant at the OHS 
said: “These tickets will help to 

fuel our young peoples’ interest in 
animals and the environment, as 
well as offering a brilliant day out 
in the local community. Thank you 
so much to the Cotswold Wildlife 
Park.”

The passes are currently part of 
a one-year trial. If they prove 
popular with pupils, the park and 
the OHS hope to continue beyond 
the trial.

For more information about 
the Cotswold Wildlife Park and 
Gardens website visit www.
cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk.

Cotswold Wildlife Park 
Experience for OHS Pupils

In November, Science Oxford (www.scienceoxford.
com) visited the Children’s Hospital Teaching Service 
to deliver Continuing Professional Development 
(CPD) to OHS staff.

The CPD was arranged and supported by Hugh 
Kitchin and Liz Silk from the OHS Science team. The 
two hour session included lots of practical, engaging, 
hands-on activities designed to encourage ‘higher 
order thinking’ (the learning of complex judgmental 
skills such as critical thinking and problem solving - 
skills that are more likely to be usable in situations 
other than those in which it was learned) around 
science.

One activity involved staff using plasticine to create 
an imaginary animal, and then explain why it looked 
like it did due to where it lived, how it moved and 
what it ate.

One of the 
teachers who 
took part in the 
CPD session was 
Caron Houchen. 
Caron said: “The 
training was 
really informative 
and engaging. 

“There were 
lots of practical activities to try out and use in the 
classroom. We had a lot of fun too!”

At the OHS, ongoing CPD for staff is a top priority. 
By investing in the skills of our staff, pupils across the 
OHS will be the ones who ultimately benefit from the 
sessions.

Science CPD
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In the run up to Christmas, 
Blackwell’s Bookshops on Broad 
Street and at Westgate in Oxford 
featured  ‘Giving Trees’ for the 
benefit of pupils at the OHS.

The Giving Trees held tags that 
represented a gift of a book. 
Everytime a customer bought a 
tag, it meant that a pupil at the 
OHS would receive a book.

As a result of Blackwells’ generous 
customers, this fantastic initiative 
has led to hundreds of books 
arriving at each setting across the 
OHS.

Steve Lowe, Headteacher at the 
OHS, wrote to staff at Blackwell’s 
to personally thank them for 
running the initiative and 
supporting the OHS. In the letter, 
Steve said: “I had the pleasure 
of signing for the boxes of books 
(and there were lots!) when they 
arrived, of distributing them 
across the school to our staff and 
of seeing the pupils’ faces and 
hearing reports from our staff of 
joy, surprise and happiness when 
our pupils received them.

“Many of our pupils are forgotten 
by society, to be remembered in 
this way, to receive messages from 

people 
who don’t 
know them 
but who 
have taken 
the time 
to write a 
note and 
show some 
genuine 
thought 
and care 
for them has helped them in ways 
that words in a letter just can’t 
explain.”

Thank you Blackwell’s customers!

The Amazing Giving Tree

A pupil at the Highfield Adolescent 
Unit has been exercising their 
mind and body by taking part in 
a 30 minute gymnastics session 
every morning.

The pupil has completed the 
British Amateur Gymnastics 
Association (BAGA) awards at 
levels eight and seven and is now 
working on award six (the scheme 

starts at eight and progresses to 
one).

Teresa Foster, a Higher Level 
Teaching Assistant at the OHS is 
a qualified gymnastic coach who 
has been coaching gymnastics for 
15 years. Teresa coaches women’s 
artistic gymnastics up to county 
level for children aged 4-18.

Teresa said: “The pupil has gained 
not only in terms of fitness, but 
has also increased in confidence 
to try new things and challenge 
themselves. It has also helped with 
their social skills. 

“Hopefully we can roll out the 
participation in gymnastics to 
more pupils at the OHS in the 
future - it has been wonderful to 
see the progress that the 
pupil has made.”

Gymnastics at the OHS  
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“Very proactive, caring 
and understanding key 

worker.”

Feedback from OHS Parents in March 2020

“Good rapport 
between teacher and 

child. Listening and 
communication and 

encouragement.”

“The hospital school have been 
amazing and very supportive to my 

daughter. She was very anxious starting but 
is already thriving. There is no pressure for her 
to rush back to mainstream school and it is all 

progressed at her pace which is perfect and 
empowering for her. As a parent I feel involved 

in my child’s ongoing care and education 
which is very important for me.”

“Always made my child 
feel valid and able. Gave 
constant opportunity for 

progress but never put 
undue pressure on my child.”

As part of the staff professional 
development day at the beginning 
of the Spring term, Juliet Wraith, 
Early Years Foundation Stage lead 
at the OHS, spoke to staff about 
the importance of early reading.

In her presentation, Juliet 
emphasised that reading is 
important for later academic 
success, but also for the mental 
wellbeing of young people. 

Juliet quoted statistics that 
stated that 9% of children and 
young people say that they don’t 

have a book of 
their own at home 
(meaning that 
one in 11 children 
and young people 
in the UK miss the 
benefits of having 
their own books). 
This ratio drops 

to one in eight pupils who receive 
free school meals who state they 
don’t have a book of their own at 
home.

Juliet recommended using a 
balanced and engaging approach 
to developing reading, which 
integrates both decoding and 
comprehension skills. Effectively 
using a systematic phonics 
programme and teaching pupils 
to use strategies for developing 
and monitoring their reading 

comprehension is also key to 
improving literacy in Key Stage 1 
children.

Juliet said: “At the OHS, we see it 
is very important to foster a love of 
reading in the children we teach 
from a young age - this includes 
immersing them in books of all 
genres, including non fiction and 
poetry; allowing them to listen to 
stories as well as engaging with 
the written texts themselves.

“We also try to have lots of fun 
reading events, including a 
reading week, visiting authors, 
poets and illustrators and reading 
challenges.”

Look out for more details of 
these fun literary events in future 
newsletters!

Early Reading at the OHS
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Feedback from OHS Parents in March 2020

“They helped to rebuild 
confidence when going 

through a very hard 
time. Very comfortable 

about attending 
hospital school.”

“Juliet very quickly 
established a strong rapport 

with our son, and to our 
surprise, learning actually 

lifted his mood and definitely 
aided his recovery.”

“Best teachers 
ever!”

“Very caring 
and made my 
son feel very 

comfortable.”

Two members of staff from 
Blackwell’s bookshops recently 
brought their creative writing 
expertise to the Highfield 
Adolescent Unit to lead a 
workshop with OHS pupils.

The workshop was delivered by 
Thea and Elaine from Blackwell’s, 
who both have creative writing
degrees and are currently working 
on their own projects which they 
hope will be published soon.
The pupils created some brilliant 
work during the workshop, 

including 
some fantastic 
poetry (see 
poems on this 
page)

Georgie Bracey, 
Teacher of 
English at 
the Highfield 
Adolescent 
Unit said: “It 
was a really 
enjoyable morning and great to 
see the young people involved and 

being so creative.

“The pupils 
appeared to 
really enjoy the 
session, despite 
some of them 
having medical 
meetings which 
meant that they 
missed parts of 

the session. It was great to see lots 
of them coming back up to the 
workshop as soon as their meeting 
ended though! 

“Thea and Elaine have also 
offered to help any pupils who 
have written a story or a poem 
and would like some feedback. 
Lots of pupils were very eager to 
take up this offer of support.”

Fantasy Creative Writing with Blackwell’s

“Taia is just wonderful: 
positive, calm, 

supportive, kind and just 
amazing.”
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A special resource for young 
people with sensory needs has 
been introduced to pupils at the 
OHS.

‘Tacpac’ - meaning ‘Touch and 
Communication pac’ - is a sensory 
communication resource which 
can help people with sensory 
impairment, developmental delay, 
complex learning difficulties, 
tactile defensiveness, and 
limited or pre-verbal levels of 
communication.   

Tacpac packs consist of everyday 
household items, plus a CD 
soundtrack of music designed to 
be used at the same time as the 
items in the pack.

There are six different Tacpac 
packs. In pack one, items include 
a hand fan, sponge, a small 
mop brush, two spatulas and 
some massage oil. The session 
begins with ‘fanning’ - going to 
different parts of the body, using 
the fan and assessing the pupil’s 
responses. This is always in time 
with the music playing. It moves 
onto using a sponge to ‘dab’, a 
mop to ‘flick’ and finishing with a 
gentle massage and relaxation 
time. 

Victoria Stoneham, a teacher at 
the OHS, amongst other members 
of the team, is using Tacpac on 
the children’s wards at the John 
Radcliffe Hospital. Victoria said: 
“Tacpac works particularly well 
with pupils with complex needs 
who have a daily session to help 
them calm down and relax in 
an unfamiliar, and sometimes 
frightening environment. 

“The response from pupils and 
their families has been really 
positive - the fact that the packs 
contain everyday household 
items also means that parents 
and carers can continue the 
experiences with pupils at home 

too.”

One parent said: “Two teachers 
visited my severely disabled 
daughter. She was in hospital 
with a chest infection. She is non-
verbal with a very young cognitive 
age. The teachers did a session 
of Tacpac which my daughter 
used to have regularly, but hadn’t 
had it for the past year. It was 
wonderful to see her thoroughly 
enjoy her Tacpac session. It could 
be coincidence, but after this she 
turned the corner after being 
really ill for a week. 

“I would like to suggest 
that Tacpac is introduced 
to as many children as 
possible. This completely 
immersible programme can be 
transformational for children. As 
well, as parents/carers, it provides 
a very direct context for engaging 
with your child.”

More information about Tacpac 
can be found on the 
www.tacpac.co.uk website.

Tacpac Sensory Communication

The OHS works in 

partnership with parents, 

medical and educational 

professionals, outside agencies 

and stakeholders, to minimise 

interruption and disruption 

to the education 

of pupils.

DID YOU KNOW?



The OHS’s guiding mission is 
to deliver the highest quality, 
personalised education to children 
across Oxfordshire with physical 
and mental health conditions that 
prevent them from attending their 
usual schools.
 
Our team of talented and 
experienced teachers and 
HLTAs work with children who 
are receiving in-patient care at 
Oxford’s hospitals and those being 
taught in our Outreach setting. 
Our focus is to satisfy the unique 
learning needs of every pupil with 
a varied and flexible range of one-
to-one lessons and group activities 
that are engaging, enjoyable and 
stimulating, and taught in safe 
and nurturing environments. In 

this way, our aim is for each child 
to achieve academically, socially 
and emotionally during their time 
with us. 

We are in a unique position where 
we are not bound by a whole-class 
curriculum and can instead design 
our teaching around each child’s 
needs and interests, including 
those working towards national 
school exams. 

We balance high quality academic 
studies, brought to life by inspiring 
subject specialists, with a vibrant 
programme of cultural and artistic 
activities, from art and music to 
film-making and presenting. We 
believe that these opportunities 
for artistic and cultural expression 

are fundamental to our pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development, self-esteem, self-
expression and overall wellbeing.

This philosophy is central to 
our effectiveness and means 
that pupils of all ages not only 
make excellent progress but feel 
motivated to learn, empowered by 
their achievements, prepared for 
the next stage in their education, 
and able to positively navigate life 
in modern society.

Please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you feel we can be of further 
assistance.

Contact Us
General enquiries:

Laura Campbell
Tel:  01865 957480

E-Mail: office@ohs.oxon.sch.uk

Headteacher:
Steve Lowe

Tel: 01865 957480
E-Mail: head@ohs.oxon.sch.uk

Oxfordshire Hospital School
c/o St Nicholas’ Primary School

Raymund Road
Old Marston

Oxford OX3 0PJ

www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk
All images © OHS 2019 except: Read for Good at the John Radcliffe Hospital © Read for Good, Nadine 
Dorries: Chris McAndrew / UK Parliament

Dates for your Diary

Friday 8th May 2020 - May Day Bank 

Holiday (to replace Monday 4th May 

2020)

Monday 25th May 2020 - Friday 

29th May 2020 - Summer half term 

holidays

Tuesday 21st July 2020 - Last day of 

Summer Term

The OHS has a monthly newsletter 

packed full of information and news 

that can be delivered straight into your 

inbox! Go to www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/

bespoke-our-newsletter and enter your 

details and all our news will come to you!

What We Do

        Twitter 

@OxHospSchool

        Instagram 

@oxfordshirehospitalschool 

        Facebook 

@Oxfordshirehospitalschool


