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It’s impossible 
to write this 
introduction 
without talking 
about our 
response to 
Covid-19 as 
it impacts on 
everything we 

do. Hospital schools are affected in 
very different ways to mainstream 
schools which we’re hearing so 
much about in the press. The 
challenges for our mainstream 
colleagues are incredible; 
headteachers in primary, special 
and secondary schools across the 
country have my utmost respect at 
such a difficult time.

The OHS continues to navigate 
its way through the maze of 
Government guidance to ensure 
that our pupils continue to 
receive the very best education 
available to them. Whilst it would 
be easy to get dragged down 
by the challenges of life and 
leadership in a hospital school, 
each week I take time to reflect 
on the week’s ‘best bits’. I review 
our staff posts where pupil work 
is celebrated and continue to be 

inspired by it’s quality. One of our 
staff recently told me how she 
remains so motivated during such 
difficult times explaining that her 
reward is knowing that she’s able 
to make a big difference to the 
lives of a small number of young 
people. Young people who are 
often forgotten when schools and 
education are discussed.

Our educational offer continues 
to grow with an increasing 
number of lessons being taught 
across the school in each of the 
settings. Whilst staff are mindful 
of social distancing and wear PPE 
to minimise infection risk at the 
Highfield, a team of five staff each 
morning and afternoon are now 
delivering an adapted curriculum; 
staff at the John Radcliffe are 
running takeaway school service 
from one of four classrooms and 
providing physical resource packs 
and access to online learning for 
all the young people on the wards; 
Outreach are fully immersed in 
online learning with Google Meet 
lessons taking place alongside 
a pilot programme using 
Adobe Connect, both video 
conferencing teaching tools. 

The last two months have given us 
a licence to innovate and the OHS 
staff have taken the initiative to 
do just that with some incredibly 
exciting projects taking place that 
you will read about in this issue.

Much has been said nationally 
about the importance of a 
‘Recovery Curriculum’ that 
recognises the challenges that 
young people will have faced while 
not being at school, the learning 
they will have missed, the time 
they will have spent away from 
their peers and the importance 
of getting the transition back to 
school right. It’s such a shame 
that it takes an event the size of 
Covid-19 to suggest things that we 
in the hospital education sector 
have been advocating for children 
with medical conditions for such 
a long time. I’m aware that 
colleagues in hospital education 
across the country are supporting 
their mainstream colleagues with 
advice and guidance on best 
practice. 
READ MORE ON PAGE 2

Welcome by Steve Lowe, 
Headteacher
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Following a period of absence 
from school, Compassionate 
Leadership is crucial. Young people 
will have experienced losses of 
routine, structure, friendship, 
opportunity and freedom. 
Others will have developed 
skills including compassion and 

may have developed a better 
sense of the world around them. 
The challenges will need to be 
addressed without losing sight of 
the positive developments that 
will also be evident.

The last thing for me to draw your 
attention to in this edition is our 
centenary. In October 2020, the 

Oxfordshire Hospital School will 
be 100 years old. Our next edition 
will be a special focussing on the 
past, present and the future of 
the school. Whilst challenging, 
these are very exciting times for 
the school. I am humbled and 
privileged to be the Headteacher 
at the OHS; a job that I love.

Welcome by Steve Lowe, Headteacher

The Medical Needs In Schools 
(MNIS) project has launched an 
online toolkit to help meet the 
emotional challenge that pupils 
and their families may face on 
returning to school after the 
lockdown period.

The online toolkit covers the  
following areas:

• Impact of the pandemic 
• Building school knowledge 
• The Recovery Curriculum 
• Providing support
• Identifying pupils 
• Individual programmes of 

support
• Screening questions

There are also some links to helpful 
YouTube videos made by Dr Helen 
Griffiths, Consultant Psychologist 
at the Oxford University Hospitals 
NHS Trust, made as part of a 
series for the Oxfordshire Hospital 
School’s MNIS project, that also 
add to the resources available.

The Medical 
Needs In Schools 
(MNIS) project is 
a collaboration   
between 
Oxfordshire 
Hospital School 
and Children’s 
Psychological 
Medicine (CPM) – 
Oxford University 
Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust.  The core 
aim of the MNIS project is to 
provide training and support 
for schools across Oxfordshire in 
managing medical needs within 
the education environment, in 
compliance with statutory and 
best practice guidance. 

Steve Lowe, Headteacher at the 
Oxfordshire Hospital School (OHS), 
said: “Some schools will have 
found that they have got closer 
to their communities through this 
crisis and are looking forward 
to building on these stronger 
relationships in the future. Some 
families however will have found 

the crisis very difficult and will 
be daunted by the prospect of 
managing their own and their 
child’s emotions on their return to 
school.

“The challenge is clear, and what 
is also clear is that professionals 
working with children and young 
people have an incredibly wide 
range of skills that can support 
this. By working together, the 
outcomes will be significantly 
more positive.”

Visit www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/from-
covid-19-back-to-the-classroom 
to access the ‘Covid-19 back to the 
classroom toolkit’.

From Covid-19 back to the Classroom
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World Book Day
On Thursday 5th March, World 
Book Day was celebrated across 
the OHS.

At the Highfield Adolescent Unit, 
pupils played a game of ‘Who’s 
Who’. From a few props (such as 
a hat, glasses, watch, eye-mask 
etc), pupils had to guess which 
book/person from a book they 
related to. The winner received 
an Amazon book voucher for their 
detective skills!

Pupils at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital enjoyed a visit from Susan 
Griffiths from Oxford University 
Museums  to talk about Egyptian 
Hieroglyphics and how early books 

were created. There was also a 
very special delivery of Read for 
Good books, and pupils also took 
part in special World Book Day 
quizzes and activities.

The outreach team dressed up as 
their favourite book characters 
and enjoyed making book 
sculptures with their pupils.

Corinna Swift, Outreach Teacher 
and Joint English Lead at the 
OHS, who coordinated World Book 
Day activities across the school 
said: “Any reason to engage pupils 
with stories and books is a reason 
to celebrate!

A made-from-a-book ‘book art’ hedgehog

“Our pupils really enjoyed all the 
activities, visits and new books. 
Thanks to all our staff members for 
their fantastic efforts on the day.”

Three talented OHS pupils have 
had their pieces of art chosen to be 
included in a special online virtual 
exhibition.

Ryan in year R, Dylan in year 3 and 
Misty in year 8 all had their work 
selected to be part of the exhibition. 
The pupils were all delighted to have 
their work chosen.

The ‘Young Art Oxford’ virtual 
exhibition features 600 pieces of 
art (chosen by a panel of judges 
from an amazing 2928 entries) from 
pupils across schools in Oxfordshire. 
It is an annual event, usually held 
at the Ashmolean Museum in 
Oxford, however due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the exhibition had to move 
online this year. 

Dionne Freeman, ‘Artist-in-Residence’ 

at the OHS ran the art workshop which 
led to the brilliant pupil artwork being 
created. Dionne said: “I am so proud of 
the Oxfordshire Hospital School pupils 
that have been selected but also all 
the talented artists who contributed 
to the painting workshops! We 
focused on the future and used stencil 
paintings to visualise ideas from Iron 
Man to garden views!”

All the money raised from the Young 
Art Oxford exhibition goes to Cancer 
Research UK, and more specifically 
towards their research into finding 
cures and improving treatments for 
childhood cancers. 

Visit www.youngartoxford.com/2020-
virtual-exhibition.html to view the 
virtual exhibition and see the work 
completed by the talented 
OHS pupils.

Young Art Oxford Virtual Exhibition



The Toky-home Olympics - a series of 
inclusive online videos of sports and 
games were devised to keep pupils 

active whilst they were at home during 
the coronavirus lockdown.

DID YOU KNOW?
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Science Week at the OHS
Friday 6th March 2020 to Friday 
13th March 2020 was British 
Science Week, and across the 
OHS there were activities and 
competitions dedicated to science. 

On Thursday 12th March, pupils 
from across the OHS linked up for 
a live video chat with a zookeeper 
from the Cotswold Wildlife Park 
and Gardens. In the run up the 
chat, questions had been flooding 
in from pupils across the OHS. The 
zookeeper was asked questions 
such as:

• What is the future of zoos 
with habitat destruction and 
climate change? 

• Will there be a need for more?
• Where are your animals 

sourced from? 
• I don’t like zoos, can you 

persuade me to like them? 
• How heavy are the rhinos?
• How tall are the giraffes?

There was also a ‘rocket launch’ 
open to all pupils at the OHS, 
with a focus on biodiversity 
and what treasures we would 
take to another planet. Pupils 
designed and made water rockets, 
launching them into the sky with a 
bicycle pump. Pupils at the John 
Radcliffe Hospital launched paper 
mice out of their rockets!

Many pupils across the school also 
helped to conserve spider monkeys 
through spotting them online on 
thermal imaging footage taken 
by drones. Using the programme 
on ‘Zooniverse’ (www.zooniverse.
org) many lucky pupils saw the 
monkeys leaping about in the 
tree canopy and their efforts will 
help gather an idea of population 
sizes and specific habitats which 
need preserving to maintain this 
species. 

There were also some special 
maths activities going on with a 
biodiversity focus. Maths teacher 
Alice Floyd encouraged her pupils 
to ask climate change Maths 
questions such as: “How many 
trees would need to be planted to 
offset a flight to Stockholm?”

Lorna Wright, Science Teacher 
at the OHS helped to coordinate 
the OHS British Science Week 
activities. Lorna said: “This year we 
broadened activities for Science 
Week - the spider monkey activity 

was loved by pupils, their cuteness 
certainly helped! Rockets are 
always a highlight of the year and 
the paper mice made this more 
accessible for all of our pupils. 
Alice’s enthusiasm to incorporate 
maths into the week with the focus 
on climate change was an added 
bonus and really stretched our 
pupils’ thinking. 

“The live web chat with the 
zookeeper had to be the highlight 
for me - fantastic feedback from 
pupils made the planning of it so 
worthwhile. The questions were 
well thought out, and by using 
Google Hangouts we really had a 
feeling of being ‘one OHS’ despite 
being scattered around the 
county.”

Science Week is one of the many 
themed events at the OHS that 
brings pupils together with fun 
and engaging activities. Look out 
for more brilliant OHS-wide events 
in the next edition of Bespoke.

During the coronavirus lockdown 
the OHS continued to teach 

pupils through a blended offer 
of video calls, telephone calls and 

online classrooms using high 
quality learning materials.

DID YOU KNOW?



“I like hospital 
school. They are all 
nice people and the 
activities are very 

exciting.”

Pupil Feedback

“The staff are amazing, I get along with 
every single one of them, and I can tell 
you that they do their job with joy and 

happiness. They have really helped me get 
back into the feeling I can do this, thank you 

all so much.”

The team at the Highfield 
Adolescent Unit (HAU) have 
adopted a new pupil-led method 
of reading ‘assessment’ following 
a successful trial in the autumn 
term.

When a new Key Stage 3, 4 or 
5 pupil starts at the HAU, they 
are given a friendly ‘Myself as a 
Reader’ form to complete. This 
helps the team see how confident 
the pupil feels about their own 
reading ability, and also gives 
them the space to communicate 
anything specific that they want 
the team to know. A teacher will 
then have an informal meeting 
with the pupil. In the meeting they 
will ask them to read aloud for a 
short period of time from a key 
stage appropriate text or book of 
their own choosing. 

Teachers take this meeting as an 
opportunity to assess the pupil’s 
reading fluency and to also ask 
them a few very informal questions 
about their chosen text using the 
‘VIPERS’ (Vocabulary, Infer, Predict, 

Explain, Retrieve, Summarise) 
reading prompts as a guide. At 
the end of the session, the teacher 
will share their ideas with the pupil 
and reveal which areas they think 
they would benefit from focusing 
on. 

Pupils are then given a VIPERS 
bookmark with their target areas 
highlighted on the back, and 
then self-rate their confidence in 
these skills (using a ‘red’, ‘amber’ 
or ‘green’ rating) and explain why. 
Before the pupil is discharged 
from the HAU, the aim is to retest 
them in the hope that they have 
improved in their VIPERS skills and 
feel more confident as readers (by 
rating their own skills again).

Georgie Bracey, Teacher of English 
at the Highfield Adolescent Unit 
said: “The early introduction of 
the ‘Myself as a Reader’ form has 
been particularly helpful as it 
gives pupils the chance to tell us 
how much they like to read, what 
they like to read and whether or 
not they feel comfortable reading 

aloud as well as any other issues 
they have around reading.

“In every case so far, we have 
also found that the pupil has 
been really receptive to their 
VIPERS intervention areas, and 
have completely agreed with our 
judgements. Some pupils have 
also added that they would really 
appreciate support with these 
particular skills, as these are also 
areas of concern for them. 

“The whole scheme has been 
brilliant in terms of how included 
it makes the pupil feel in their 
reading development. We’ve 
seen some brilliant progress and 
will continue to monitor how the 
method of assessment is received 
by pupils going forward.”

VIPERS Reading ‘Assessment’ at the HAU
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The Hill End Centre in Farmoor, 
Oxford is a fantastic learning 
space that has been utilised by 
the OHS for outdoor learning, 
LORIC (Leadership, Organisation, 
Resilience, Initiative and 
Communication) and a dedicated 
Year 11 study group.

With core subjects being taught 
one-to-one at home, the main 
focus of the Year 11 Hill End group

was the development of targeted 
study and revision techniques. 

A typical session involved the 
group settling in and then taking 
part in a social game, before 
looking in depth at a particular 
study technique (such as mind 
mapping) for the first half of the 
session. The group would then 
pause for a break to learn or 
practice a relaxation activity that 
might be useful for revision breaks 
at home. 

In the second half of the session 
pupils worked independently, 
revising a topic of their own 
choice using the morning’s study 
technique. 

Helen McCuaig-Finlay, Higher 
Level Teaching Assistant at the 
OHS who led the group said: “The 
study group ensured that pupils 

completed at least an hour of 
revision a week. It also gave them 
hands on support to help them 
evaluate how effective the revision 
techniques explored in the session 
were for them.

“One of the main attributes of the 
group was that it provided much 
needed social interaction for the 
pupils that will benefit them for 
the future. Many of those who 
attended the group hope to go on 
to further education or training.”

Visit www.hill-end.org for more 
information about the Hill End 
Centre.
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Year 11 Classroom at Hill End

Talented pupils across the 
OHS have been composing 
Haiku poems in a modern 
foreign language (MFL) of 
their choice for a school-
wide competition.

Pupils were encouraged to 
submit three line poems in 
the traditional Japanese 
form - five syllables for 
the first and last lines and 
seven syllables for the 
middle line.

Charlotte Rayner, MFL 
teacher at the OHS 
has been coordinating 
the entries. Charlotte 
said: “The MFL poetry 
writing competition gave 
entrants the opportunity 
to celebrate in creative 
writing somewhere where 

the language is spoken. For 
some entrants this was a 
chance to enjoy memories, 
whilst for others it was 
a chance to dream of a 
destination to be visited 
one day in the future. 

“Congratulations to all who 
entered - we had some 
fantastic entries!”

Here are the brilliant 
winning entries. The pupils 
all received a £5 Amazon 
voucher.

Haiku in a Modern Foreign Language



The OHS will be launching an exciting 
new online tool to support schools with 
the education of pupils with medical 
conditions.

The free self-evaluation tool (for 
Oxfordshire schools), is delivered in 
the form of an app. It will provide 
schools with access to quality assured 
resources, training and support in 
managing medical needs within the 
education environment, in compliance 
with statutory and best practice 
guidance. 

The tool forms part of the wider 
Medical Needs in Schools Oxfordshire 
project, and the core aim is to build 
capacity within schools for the support 
of pupils with medical conditions. It is 
hoped that this work will form part of 
schools wider work to develop inclusive 
cultures that promote equality and 
recognise individual needs. 

Schools will be able to use the app to 
evaluate (audit) their current practice 
against the national standards for 
supporting pupils at school with 

medical conditions.  The audit is 
broken down into 5 key areas: 

• Policy
• Individual Healthcare Plans
• Roles & Responsibilities
• Equality of Access 
• Promoting Attendance. 

Each area is in turn, broken down into 
subcategories for users to evaluate 
the quality of their provision and 
allows them to access resources 
and training materials against each 
standard to improve their practice.

Final trials of the self-evaluation 
tool are currently taking place, with 
the aim of launching the app in 
September.

The OHS has a 
dedicated online pupil 
hub called ALICE that 
is regularly updated 

with news and 
learning resources.

DID YOU KNOW?
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The Voice - Pupil Magazine
The Outreach Teaching Service 
team has been working with pupils 
to create a magazine by pupils for 
pupils. 

Packed full of activities, jokes, 
examples of fantastic pupil work, 
TV recommendations and a pupil 
interview - the magazine is a 
must-read!

Lorna Wright, Science Teacher 
at the OHS is coordinating the 

magazine. Lorna said: “I’m 
delighted that the first edition of 
The Voice magazine is now public. 
So many OHS pupils were keen 
to contribute to it, it’s a great 
showcase for the things that they 
have been up to in lockdown. 

“This debut edition is just the 
start. I very much hope that the 
magazine evolves and takes the 
shape of its intention; a magazine 
by pupils and for pupils.”

The first edition of The Voice 
can be read here - http://
ohs.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2020/05/The-Voice-1-
OHSs-pupil-magazine.pdf 

Schools’ Self-Evaluation App
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The Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games 
might not be taking place this 
year, but the OHS devised a 
fantastic alternative: The Toky-
home Olympics!

The Toky-home Olympics are 
a series of inclusive, short “how 
to” videos of sports and games 
presented by Helen McCuaig-
Finlay, a qualified sports and 
exercise coach and Higher Level 
Teaching Assistant at the OHS.

Each video starts with a 
presentation of the activity by 
Helen (with the help of her four-
year-old son in some of them!) 

along with demonstrations of the 
games in practice. The videos 
were arranged into “triathlons” 
of activities as part of a six week 
curriculum and are accompanied 
by resources and score sheets 
where necessary. 

The videos are mostly short, one 
to three minute “how to” videos 
of sports and games that have 
been popular within the OHS PE 
curriculum. They have then been 
adapted for home play using 
commonly found equipment (for 
example, Helen uses a spatula for 
cricket bat in one game!).

Helen said: “The videos have 
been designed and created with 
the medical needs of OHS pupils 
in mind, to provide a range of 
inclusive physical activity options 
whilst they are learning at home. 
They are also available publically 
through our website - so anyone of 
any age and ability can have a go 
if they wish.”

Visit www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/toky-
home-olympics to take part in the 
OHS Toky-home Olympics.

The Toky-home Olympics

Staff at the OHS have been 
taking part in a ‘Maths Mastery’ 
programme for secondary schools 
with the Buckinghamshire, 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire (BBO) 
Maths Hub.

Maths Mastery is a name given to 
a particular approach to teaching 
maths. Based on the way places 
such as Shanghai in China teach, 
the aim of the approach is to give 
pupils a deeper understanding 
of the subject, meaning they can 
talk fluently about maths and use 
efficient, adaptable methods to 
complete tasks.
 

Currently being adopted by many 
British primary and secondary 
schools, Maths Mastery is 
delivered often in mixed ability 
groups. Teaching is broken 
down into small sections, and 
the ‘representation’ of maths 
with interactive objects and 
illustrations is key, as is the 
sequencing of learning (i.e. which 
topics connect and follow on 
from each other for maximum 
learning benefit). ‘Variation’ is 
also an important strand of Maths 
Mastery. Practice work is carefully 
planned with slight changes to 
sequences of questions, which 
expose the key points that pupils 
are learning.

Hugh Kitchin, Curriculum Leader 
for Maths and the Sciences at the 
OHS, said: “The aim at the end 
of the year-long Maths Mastery 
programme with the BBO Maths 
hub is that we as teachers are 
better able to imbed a greater 
depth of understanding of maths, 
and promote fluency by adapting 
the way we teach the subject.

“We are looking forward to the 
Maths Mastery sessions we have 
coming up with the BBO Maths 
Hub this year, and to putting 
our learning into practice in the 
future.”

Look out for more details of the 
Maths Mastery programme in 
future newsletters.

Maths Mastery Programme
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Dionne Freeman, ‘Artist-in-
Residence’ at the OHS devised a 
fantastic solution for pupils who 
are learning from home and are 
missing their regular face-to-face 
art sessions. 

Dionne has created a series 
of 20 minute art lesson 
videos that pupils can access 
remotely, presented in a relaxed 
conversational style with text 
instructions. 

As well as delivering the art 
session, Dionne also talks about 

relevant artists that pupils can 
research and ideas for further 
development. 

The videos follow the “mark 
making” project that pupils are 
already familiar with, and they 
will only need simple drawing 
materials to take part in the 
lessons (with other materials 
suggested).

The conversational-style videos 
are suitable for all ages, and 
also include the option for pupils 
to work towards a Discover and 
Explore Arts Awards (with step by 
step guides).

The remote lessons are available 
for all OHS pupils to access and 
can be paused, rewound and 
played at any time.

Helen White, Assistant 
Headteacher: Teaching, Learning 
& Assessment at the OHS, has 
been working with Dionne to make 
the videos available to pupils. 
Helen said: “We are very lucky 
to have such a talented artist in 
Dionne for our pupils to learn from.

“These easy to follow videos are 
perfect for home learning and 
will leave them with a completed 
piece of artwork or even an arts 
award certificate if they choose.”

Visit www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/arts-
awards to see the videos that 
Dionne has developed for OHS 
pupils.

Online Art Lessons

The 2020 Oxford Mail OX5 Run was 
due to take place on Sunday 29th 
March, but unfortunately had to be 
cancelled due to the ongoing situation 
with Covid-19.

The OHS had a keen staff team of 
runners who had all trained hard for 
the 5 mile run around the grounds 
of Blenheim Palace. They were due 
to take part to raise money for the 
Oxford Hospitals Charity.

Undeterred, the team undertook 
‘socially distanced’ runs - completing 
the run by themselves or with 
members of their households in their 
own gardens and local areas.

So far team OHS has raised an 
amazing £770 for the Oxford 
Hospital Charity! It’s not too late to 
donate - visit www.justgiving.com/
team/OxfordMailOX5RUN2020-
OxfordshireHospitalSchool to 
support this brilliant charity.

OX5 Run Completed!

Dedicated work packs were 

distributed to pupils across 

the county and to our 

in-patient settings 

during the coronavirus 

pandemic.

DID YOU KNOW?
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Pupil Feedback

“I enjoyed keeping up
 with the work that I would 

be missing. The teacher was 
informative, there was a good 

amount of work to be done 
each day.”

“The teacher was 
really kind.”

Pupils have been working with OHS 
‘Artist-in-Residence’, Dionne Freeman 
to create a fantastic time themed 
robot.

Linking in with the centenary year of 
the OHS, pupils began the project by 
looking at old school photographs 
from the past, and thought about 
messages and images they’d send 
from the present day back to children 
who lived 100 years ago. 

Pupils then looked forward 100 years 
from now, imagining what the OHS 
would look like and what they would 
say to pupils living in the future.

The robot was created for the ‘Iris 
Festival of the Future’, at Cheney 
School, Oxford. The festival was due 
to take place on March 25th 2020, 
but was unfortunately cancelled 
due to the ongoing situation with 
Covid-19. The robot will now be 
exhibited alongside creations from 
other local schools at some point in 
the future.

Dionne said: “The pupils did an 
amazing job of imagining/visualising 
time - of both 100 years in the past 
and 100 years into the future. 

“The finished robot looks great! I’m 
looking forward to when we can see it 
alongside the other school robots.”

Catherine Costello, Leader of 
Learning for the Children’s Hospital 
Teaching Sector at the OHS said: 
“The children at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital loved working with Dionne 
on this project. 

“Writing messages to themselves, 
from fictional pupils in the past and 
future, was a wonderful opportunity 
for them to imagine a sense of their 
place within a broader sweep of time. 
The robot, decorated with these 
messages, looks even more vibrant in 
real life than in the photograph and 
we can’t wait for it to be showcased.”

Look out for news of the OHS time 
themed robot and when it will be 
exhibited in future newsletters.

Robot Art - Past and Future

“They all had my 
best interests at 

heart. Very kind and 
caring and always 

supported me.”



11

Pupils across the OHS have taken part in a writing 
competition inspired by the amazing things that 
people are doing to help and support each other 
throughout the coronavirus lockdown period.

The competition recognised unsung heroes who have 
committed to showing kindness in many different 
ways.

Pupils were invited to create a positive and 
encouraging piece of writing that could have been a 
poem thanking healthcare staff in the NHS, a letter 
of recognition to everyday heroes venturing out to 
help neighbours, a speech encouraging people to 
volunteer or to stay at home, a motivational story or 
any ideas they have of their own.

One entry, in the form of a letter to all NHS workers, 
praised them for being “brave, fearless and 
courageous”, whilst an entry in poem form thanked 
“all the NHS workers and all the charity being done.”

The creative and powerful winning entry was a poem 

about life in lockdown, NHS heroes and hope. The 
handwritten entry clearly shows the pupil’s creative 
thought process in action, helping to convey their 
emotions and feelings to the reader.

Georgie Bracey, Teacher of English at the Highfield 
Adolescent Unit has been coordinating the 
competition. Georgie said: “It’s been lovely to see 
our pupils reflecting on what has been going on in a 
positive way. 

“We had some really wonderful entries so it was 
really difficult to choose winners! I really loved the 
tone of positivity in the winning entries.

“Our pupils’ writing has been overwhelmingly mature 
and positive, and they really seem to have seen the 
good in what people are doing to help each other at 
the moment. It has been fantastic to see.”

The winning entry and two runners up have been 
sent Amazon vouchers. 

OHS Help and Heroes Writing Competition

Letter - Thank you to the NHS Workers 
24/04/2020

Dear NHS workers,

I am writing to every NHS Worker in the country 
and across the United Kingdom
because you are helping the ill and the vul-
nerable, children too, it’s a real time of crisis 
for the world too. Forget superman or batman 
you’re the real heros of this country.

It must be frightening because you’re going 
out to help people even though you don’t have 
the right amount of equipment due to short-
ages across the world.You are also super strong 
and putting other people before yourselves.You 
are brave, fearless and courageous.

In some ways I look up to you.Because you 
don’t earn that much money,you’re just ordi-
nary people wanting to help people in need of 
care.You need to earn more money than police 
because they just stop crime but they don’t 
save lives in the ways that you do save lives.

You are spectacular, you are unbreakable and 
you are HEROES!!!

Keep on fighting, you are doing amazingly!!! 
keep up the good work!!!

My Poem…

The NHS is working hard,
The NHS is working late,
The NHS does so much,
The NHS needs a break.

They are our hard workers,
They are our life savers,
They are our strongest soldiers,
They are ours.

They leave their families at home for us,
They leave their comfort at home for us,
They leave their safety st home for us,
They leave their lives at home for us.

Yet they bring their help to us,
They bring their hands and their heads to us,
They bring their time and effort to us,
They bring their hearts and souls to us.

Now it’s time to do something for them, 
So clap clap clap at 8pm for them,
Change your times for them,
Wave your flags for them,

Because these are the people saving our lives,
Saving the lives of people we love,
Saving the lives of children,
Saving the lives of the elderly.

I would like to say thank you to all the NHS 
workers and all the charity being done and to 
motivate others to keep it up.

The End.



The OHS’s guiding mission is 
to deliver the highest quality, 
personalised education to children 
across Oxfordshire with physical 
and mental health conditions that 
prevent them from attending their 
usual schools.
 
Our team of talented and 
experienced teachers and 
HLTAs work with children who 
are receiving in-patient care at 
Oxford’s hospitals and those being 
taught in our Outreach setting. 
Our focus is to satisfy the unique 
learning needs of every pupil with 
a varied and flexible range of one-
to-one lessons and group activities 
that are engaging, enjoyable and 
stimulating, and taught in safe 
and nurturing environments. In 

this way, our aim is for each child 
to achieve academically, socially 
and emotionally during their time 
with us. 

We are in a unique position where 
we are not bound by a whole-class 
curriculum and can instead design 
our teaching around each child’s 
needs and interests, including 
those working towards national 
school exams. 

We balance high quality academic 
studies, brought to life by inspiring 
subject specialists, with a vibrant 
programme of cultural and artistic 
activities, from art and music to 
film-making and presenting. We 
believe that these opportunities 
for artistic and cultural expression 

are fundamental to our pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development, self-esteem, self-
expression and overall wellbeing.

This philosophy is central to 
our effectiveness and means 
that pupils of all ages not only 
make excellent progress but feel 
motivated to learn, empowered by 
their achievements, prepared for 
the next stage in their education, 
and able to positively navigate life 
in modern society.

Please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you feel we can be of further 
assistance.

Contact Us
General enquiries:

Laura Campbell
Tel:  01865 957480

E-Mail: office@ohs.oxon.sch.uk

Headteacher:
Steve Lowe

Tel: 01865 957480
E-Mail: head@ohs.oxon.sch.uk

Oxfordshire Hospital School
c/o St Nicholas’ Primary School

Raymund Road
Old Marston

Oxford OX3 0PJ

www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk
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Dates for your Diary

Tuesday 21st July 2020 - Last day of 

Summer Term

Thursday 3rd September 2020 - First 

day back after the summer break for 

pupils

Planned term dates can be found by 

visiting www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/

term-dates

The OHS has a monthly newsletter 

packed full of information and news 

that can be delivered straight into your 

inbox! Go to www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/

bespoke-our-newsletter and enter your 

details and all our news will come to you!

What We Do

        Twitter 

@OxHospSchool

        Instagram 

@oxfordshirehospitalschool 

        Facebook 

@Oxfordshirehospitalschool


