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Looking forward to the new term

By Steve Lowe, Incoming
Headteacher

| am delighted to have been
appointed to the position of
Headteacher at the Oxfordshire
Hospital School. My passion for
hospital schooling was ignited while
working as Associate Headteacher
in the Swindon service for children
educated other than at school, a
service that provided education for
children with medical needs in
hospitals and at home. The value of
providing all children with the same
high quality education and learning
opportunities regardless of their
needs is one that | hold in high
regard. | have also worked in
mainstream secondary schoolsin
London, Reading and Swindon.

| visited the school a humber of
times during June and July and met
many members of staff and pupils
across the various settings. I'm fully
aware of the responsibilities
associated with the position and |
will always have the needs of the
children we are educating at

the centre of any decision

\V'
4y

N~ Oxfordshire
Hospital School

making. Everything we do will be for
the children that we teach.

The enormous sense of pride,
excitement and anticipation that |
experienced each time | visited the
school last summeris difficult to

put into words. [tis an

absolute privilege to have been
appointed to the position of
Headteacher at the OHS and |
thank Angela and her team for their
hard work in moving the school
forward to the positionitisin now.
It may seem an odd thing to say but
| couldn't wait for the new
academic year to begin. Meeting
the staff on our September
Professional Development Day
started the term off positively for
me; meeting pupils and wider
stakeholders will be a priority in the
coming weeks.

The school is hugely ambitious and
rightly so. The skilled and dedicated
staff work tirelessly to improve the
quality of learming for the childrenin
their care, making their best even
better. To achieve this, the
relationship that QHS staff build
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Ofsted

Outstanding
Provider

with each pupil's home school has to
be really strong and effective.

Best wishes,

Steve Lowe
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How technology is transforming the way we
work at the OHS

By James Shryane,
Assistant Headteacher

Cutting edge technologies are not
only being used to enhance pupil
participation and learning at the
OHS. In the last 12 months we have
adopted a host of hew technologies
that have transformed the way the
school operates as part of our
resolve to work as one unified and
transparent organisation.

Achieving our aim of cohesion and
collaboration means that high
quality, daily, live communications
between leaders, teachers and
support staff are absolutely
essential. But with four permanent
teaching sites and many more
outreach locations, our teachers
begin each day in different parts of
the county, and getting everyone in
the same place would waste a
considerable amount of time. To
overcome this we turned to the
online communication platform
Google Hangouts Meet. Each
morning at 8.45am, fifteen
outreach teachers attend a virtual
morning briefing where they deliver

news, share ideas and access the
support of their peers via their
Android phones. Very quickly we
saw that this dispersed and
sometimes isolated team of
professionals now felt much more
connected, collaborative, supported
and efficient.

timetabling feature allows us to
custom-build a timetable for each
pupil which reflects their individual
learning objectives and pulls
together the right expertise to
support them. Thanks to the
SchoolPod software we have
created an open learning
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At the same time, we also set outin
search of a system of managing and
sharing information with all our
colleagues. Our challenge was that
we are not a typical school with a
continuous cohort of pupils or a set
timetable of lessons. We needed a
bespoke system that could flex to
suit our needs.

SchoolPod offers us a customised
and interactive platform where we
can record and share a huge
amount of information in a way that
is secure, logical and easy to access.
From a safeguarding perspective,
the system allows us to make time-
stamped entries logging every
daction and intervention on a child’s
behalf so that we have a clear and
detailed record for the purpose of
keeping our pupils safe and
identifying their changing
circumstances and needs.

As part of our commitment to
delivering the highest quality,
personalised learning, we are also
able to log each lesson and learning
outcome, set and monitor targets
and share information with fellow
teachers. The programme’s

environment where teachers have
the opportunity to collaborate in
the interest of providing the best
possible, continuous education for
each pupil.

These are just some of the
technologies that have helped us to
transform the way we work. IT ish't
a tool for us. It really is the nerve
centre of our organisation and a
framework on which our school
functions. It allows us to be agile
and to flex to the needs of every
pupil while meeting the requirement
forus to keep pupils safe. It keeps us
connected and gives us a live
channel through which critical
information can flow.
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As seenonTV

The Oxfordshire Hospital School recently
appedared on BBC Breakfast News, BBC South
Today and BBC Radio Oxford with a feature on
our telepresence robot project. The Times
hewspaper also ran the
story.
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To find out more, head overto page 6
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Highfield students triumph in Rocket

Challenge

By Liz Silk, Science Teacher

As part of our school-wide celebra-
tion of science, we challenged a
class of 12 to 17 year olds at our
Highfield teaching centre to design,
build and launch their own water-
and air-powered rockets.

Teams of two to four students were
tasked with transforming large
plastic drink bottles into rockets
based on Newton’s laws of mo-
tion. Each bottle was filled

to one-third full with water

and the neck of the bottle was
stopped with a cork attached to
a bicycle pump. Contestants
pumped air as quickly as possible
into the bottle until the pressure
inside built up so much that
the cork and the water
shot out, sending the
rocket shooting into
the air.

The aims and out-
comes of the
challenge
went far

beyond physics howev-
er, with points
awarded not only
for rocket per-
formance

but also
for de-
sign,

credativi-
ty, original-
ity and team
work.

The excep-
tional
thoughtful-
ness and cre-
ativity of this
group of young
people shone
through, particularly in the
badges they designed to
identify each rocket and re-
flect the values of each team.
One team logo featured three
stars representing the hopes of
the three team members and

encased in a circle that illustrated
their never-ending friendship. An-
other logo featured horseshoe sym-
bols to represent the journey its
team members were on, while a
third was coloured grey and green
to symbolise the man-made world
and the natural world working to-
gether.

This project was all about raising
the profile of science in different
applications and stimulating curiosi-
ty around the topic, but what these
young people achieved in terms of
project management, team work
and analytical thinking made it one
of the stand-out moments of our
term.

The OHS - An extraordinary school

by robust systems.

By Angela Ransby,
Departing Headteacher

It's been two years since | came to
work at this extraordinary school,
and in that time | have withessed
exceptional leadership and
teaching, remarkable learning, and
phenomenal change.

The QHS is one of the largest
hospital schools in the UK, and
without doubt one of the most
accomplished and effective schools
in this vital sector of education.

This is a school that has tiumphed
in the face of considerable
disappointment; a school body that
propelled itself from special
measures to outstanding in just 30
weeks. And yet at no pointin this
often unsettling but ultimately
successful process did this school
ever lose sight of its ambition: to
provide the highest quality of
personalised teaching and learning
programmes to children with
medical needs.

I've always believed that the mark
of you is what you do when things
are hard, and the mark of our team
has been courage, determination
and dedication. We have
scrutinised the way we do things
with renewed honesty and have
invested an enormous amount of
energy into making the
organisation strong.

My role has not been to seek
perfection, but to take down the
barriers of hierarchy that limit what
people can achieve and ask
everyone who works for our young
people, regardless of their
professional title, to commit to the
good of the whole school as
custodians of its success.

As | leave the OHS fora role
elsewhere in the teaching sector, |
go in the knowledge that this is an
organisation in excellent health,
working as one schoolina
collaborative, intelligent, ethical
and accountable way, supported

In this state of vigour, the schoolis
agile and free to push the
boundaries of teaching and learning
and respond to the needs of every
child in ways that are inspiring and
creative. The OHS is an example of
the very best provision across the
whole of the hospital school
network, with an essential role to
play in helping to shape the way
hospital schools meet the needs of
children with medical needs
anywhere in the UK.
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How robots are helping chronically ill children
in Oxfordshire attend school

By James Shryane,
Assistant Headteacher

A new breed of robot is helping
young students, who can't go to
school because of chronic illnesses,
including cancer and cystic fibrosis,
to take part in mainstream
education.

The Oxfordshire Hospital School is
giving pupils the chance to take
partin regular lessons and
extracurricular activities with their
friends and teachers using
telepresence robots.

We have invested in two robots,
which are thought to be the first to
be used in schools in the UK,
although the technology is already
being used in the US.

They allow their users to see, hear,
move around and interact in real
time with their classmates and
teachers, despite not physically
being there. The child operates the
robot from their home or hospital
bed, and can watch and take part
in lessons through a camera and
speaker. Classmates and teachers
can see and speak to the pupil ona
live screen feed, and the pupil can
move the wheel-mounted robot

We are teaching Adam in hospital
and through our Qutreach
Teaching Service when he is at
home, but we were also keen to
find a way to help him and other
children like him to keep up with
their peers at the schools they
usually attend. We saw the
emerging telepresence robotic
technology as a potential solution.

For a child with a compromised
immune system who might also be
suffering from intense tiredness,
attending school can be impossible,
and this can lead to feelings of
isolation and anxiety.

At the OHS our priority is to ensure
pupils receive the highest quality
education, but recreating their
usual school environment and the
social interactions that are so vital
in a young person’s life is much
more difficult in hospital or at
home.

When we saw and read about how
the robots are helping pupils in the
US to reconnect with their studies
and their friends we immediately
saw how the technology could work
here.

Adam began using his robot in May

“Personally | think that my robot is an essential
part of my education at the moment,” Adam

around the school, between lessons
and to the dinner hall, for example,
to spend time with their friends.

Adam Bennett, aged 13,is a Year 8
pupil at Wood Green Schoolin
Withey, Oxfordshire. In December
2017 he was diagnosed with bone
cancer after doctors discovered a
tumour in his femur. He began an
intensive programme of
chemotherapy at the John
Radcliffe Children’s Hospital in
Oxford and, though he tried to
continue going to school between
treatments, this soon became
impossible. When the bone in
Adam's leg, weakened by the
tumour, broke one morning as he
got ready for school, he was forced
to begin a three-week hospital stay
and his hopes of attending school
with any regularity were put on
hold.

and is how beginning to attend
form periods and lessons,
supported by his friend and ‘robot
buddy’ Isaac, who accompanies
Adam's robot around school.

“Persondally | think that my robot is
an essential part of my education
at the moment,” says Adam.

“It means that | can attend each
lesson asif | am actually there in
the classroom. After missing out on
school for many months, my
favourite part is finally being able
to reconnect with my classmates,
as that was what | missed most
from school.”

Rob Shadbolt, Headteacher at
Wood Green School, says teachers
and pupils have been keen to make
sure the robot project is a success
and that Adam’s return to school
goes smoothly:
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© Wood Green School

Adam (via his rebot) and ‘rebot buddy’
Isaacin g lesson at Wood Green School

“When the Hospital School asked if
we would pilot the robot project
with Adam, we jumped at the
chance. We're very grateful to the
Hospital School for an initiative that
will allow us to have Adam back at
Wood Green.

“Everyone here has been so keen to
be part of this innovation. The
students in particular are very eager
to take responsibility for the robot
and to make sure it works well for
Adam. They are loving having him
back in class with them.

“As with any pilot project, thereis a
great deal of learning for us to do
too. Our teachers are trialling
different strategies to make sure
Adami is included fully in the lessons
and events he attends via his robot.
Ih the future we hope to pass on our
experiences and the lessons we
have learned to other schools, to
help more students around the UK
benefit from this technology.”

This pioheering work is truly game-
changing, and the OHS is
exceptionally proud of Adam and
what he is doing to improve the
lives of other children too.

He's approached the project with
great maturity and determination
to iron out early teething problems
and make it a success.

We have now matched the second
robot with another pupilin a local
primary school and look forward to
developing the project furtherin the
year ahead.
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Poetry Conversations at the
Oxford Festival of the Arts

By Catherine Costello, Curriculum
Leader for English and the Arts

The school once again took part in
the annual Oxford Festival of the
Arts with a performance of our po-
etry podcasts ‘Poetry Conversations
on the Hospital Hubbub' on 2nd Ju-
ly.

The podcasts were created by radio
producer Penny Boreham in collab-
oration with English teachers from
the OHS and feature the voices of
OHS pupils sharing their thoughts on
poems that have inspired, enter-
tained and moved them.

The work, which was aired at Ox-
ford’'s Magdalen College School,
marks the culmination of a major
arts project exploring the power of
poetry to affect the way we think
and feel. Throughout the summer
term we invited published writers
and artists to share their favourite
poems with pupils. Catherine

Chanter, John Foster, Paula Byrne
and Andrew Schuman of ReLit, an
organisation that promotes the
therapeutic value of literature, have
all helped to bring poetry to life in
our hospital classroom.

As an English teacher, | believe that
helping young people to enjoy po-
etry from a more personal perspec-
tive and not only from an analytical
or academic viewpoint is extremely
important and key to fully appreci-
ating the power of the art form.

The children’s responses to the po-
ems they have enjoyed this term
have been inspiring in their
thoughtfulhess and wisdom, and |
encourage you to listen to the seven
podcasts on our website.

Working with Penny again has been
a hugely enjoyable experience and

we would like to thank her for shar-
ing her wonderful expertise with us.
We would also like to extend our

Some Of the Voiceg
Were go POsitive anhd
enthusiaStic - It Was :

hard to imagi

he that
G
hey Were aCtually in
hospital.

OXFORD

FESTIVAL
/i ARTS

gratitude to Ruth Charity from
Artlink, at the Oxford Hospitals
Charity, for her support in getting
the project off the ground.

And finally, our appreciation goes to
Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Mor-
ris, creators of the wonderful poetry
anthology Lost Words: A Book of
Spells which continues to enchant us
all.

You can listen to the podcasts at
http://ohs.oxon.sch.uk/oxford-
festival-of-the-arts-poetry-podcast

-event/

T+ was lovely 1o 569
how the Yo people

goined con /
the conversations

fidewce as

progressed.

l‘/m inspireq by how
Articulate gy, tnsignt.
ful these Young People

are. It hag totaLLg

changeg MY opinion, ,
what Young People aye
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Plastic Tide project brings Science to life

By Hugh Kitchin, Curriculum in March with a range of activities incorporating scientific ideas into all
Leader for Maths and the Sciences desighed to promote enjoyment of our lessons, from English to the
and engagement in science. We arts.

wanted to enrich our young people’s
understanding of the subject by

The OHS joined schools around the
UK to mark National Science Week

One of the most popular and
thought-provoking activities was a
citizen science initiative to
understand the scale and impact of
the world’s plastic pollution. The
Plastic Tide project, run by the
Zooniverse online research platform,
relies on members of the public
donating time to finding plastic
items washed up on our beaches.

-

What type of plastic or litter is this?
Please chose one, if unsure please check 'Unknown/can't tell’

Plastic fragments (‘hard' pieces & 'soft’ bags/wrappers) ’ Each participant is shown drone-
generated images of coastline from

Ropes, string, fishing gear (lines, nets) around the world and asked to tag
the pieces of plastic they see by

Plastic drink bottles clicking on them. With the resulting
data, Zooniverse can create an

All other types of bottles & containers g a |go rithm to assess the sca |e and
impact of plastic waste in the

All other plastlc or litter items i ] nviron ment and to ﬁ nd hot SpOtS
where it is at its worst. Qur

Uncertain (probably litter but not certain) observations all help teach the

computer programme
independently to identify the plastic
on the images.

Taking partin a large international
project like this is aninspiring, real-
life way to teach children and

Poet ry Co nve rsatio n With young people about Science. By the

. end of the week, our children and
students had analysed 1,003
Bailey, Year 11 student from students had analysed 1005
involved in other projects, including

OU r OUtreClCh TeOChing SeCtor a survey of orangutan nests, a study

of cyclones and a penguin

A conversation about the poem in the way it could. It seems to population survey. They feel they
PO G AL UL L7 give him a sense of peace to think  Lgye contributed 1.:.0 something truly
Wendell Berry about how these things, that worthwhile while at the same time
What is the poem about? could be seen as opposites, are learning about an important

| think the poem is about a man intertwined within nature. scientific and environmental issue.
who struggles with living in the city Can poems change the way peo- E=

and therefore goes out into the ple feel? :

wild to find peace there and relax. Yes. Poems can reach out to peo- e

Nature is often seen as a divine ple and make them feel less

force which invokes feelings of alleme, ‘

comfort. Everything in nature has )

been made for a reason - every- Does this poem change the way

thing there has a partner and it all you feel?

makes sense together. Maybe the Berry is describing a person who B

man feels that nature makes sense may feel anxiety, but becomes

to him when his possibly turbulent much calmer when in the ‘wild’ BRITISH

Which line do you think is the most

life d t. i ‘ ’
e CSCIENCE

2 fer some of his calmness to the
powerful: reader. WEEK
“I come into the peace of wild ) 20" 8
things,” because | like the way the What is the poem really about?
poet has used a sort of oxymoron. Perhaps it is about a person who is
‘Wild' suggests feelings of disor- struggling, but reaching out to the ~JHE
ganisation but this is countered world for help and nature, with its g/t ) ks
with the word ‘pec:ce’ - it’s almost divine power, helps to heal him
a comfort that it doesn’t affect him ‘for a time.’ e —— YISION FROM THE SKIES
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OHS Celebrates National School Sports Week

By Helen McCuaig-Finlay, HLTA of staff and the enthusiasm of our porating sporting themes into their
pupils and their families. lessons and were delighted with the
results which included World Cup-
themed lunguage lessons and

We marked National School Sports
Week this term with a busy schedule From welly drop to penalty shootout

of activities and competitions de- and bucket toss, we created a mix T .
sighed to maximise participation of events that were inclusive as well mc:t.h:.s problem solving involving
across the whole school. as challenging and fun with the aim stacking cups.

of enabling every pupil in the school  This year we also collaborated with

The week culminated in an exciting

Sports Day event in which pupils at to getinvolved, regardless of their Blessed George Napier secondary

f . school in Banbury which runs a
each of our settings competed as a Sports Leaders broaramme for stu-
house or team with individual scores dp ts to d I P I?'II . hi
added together to determine the 6 qug sspgrtsel\:agzrsshlips '\:,:c:;l:l_mg

winhing house. There were also priz-
es for the top three competitors in
terms of overall scores, and special
awards for exceptional effort.

comed two experienced Year 10
sports leaders to the OHS to support
our pupils as they took partin activ-
ities. While we benefited from their
energy and expertise, they gained
valuable experience of a coaching
environment where the focus is on
inclusivity and accessibility.

The Children’s Hospital, including
the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre
and Helen House Hospice, topped
the scorebouard to win the trophy
with the highest score recorded
since we began celebrating National
School Sports Week four years ago.  physical or mental health need:s.
We were also thrilled to achieve the
highest levels of participation this
yvear, thanks to the encouragement

National School Sport Week is an

initiative organised by the Youth

Sport Trust to encourage pupils to
We challenged teachers in all sub- be more active. To find out more,

jects to come up with ways of incor-  visit www.youthsporttrust.org

Children’s Hospital
Iml-l-lnéﬂ

OHS HLTA Helen McCuaig-Finlay with pupils from Blessed George Napier Catholic School and their teacher Ryan Lloyd
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Festival of Physics at the OHS

By Sarah Crothers, Higher-Level
Teaching Assistant

Our science celebrations continued
throughout the summer term with a
programme of hands-on physics
workshops focused on the study of
space, sound, light and electricity.

Pupils aged five to eleven joined
forces to explore a variety of
concepts from everyday life.

They had great fun studying the
orbits and distance from the sun of
planetsin our solar system before
demonstrating the rotation of the
earth around the sun and its effect
on ourdays and seasons.

We looked for ways of seeing as
well as hearing sound by watching
the vibrations of a hit cymbal as it is
placed into water, and in our
exploration of light we set up a

eptember 2018

series of mirrors to reflect
light around corners.

Pupils went on to discover
what makes a conductor
and an insulatorin our
study of electricity before
making their own parallel
and series circuits and
testing them using light
bulbs.

Our setting gives pupils
the opportunity to
learn alongside
children of different
ages, particularly in
workshop lessons like
this. We find that
makes for a dynamic
learning
environment and
can be a great
strength. Older
pupils are
encouraged to

break down
complexideas

into simpler concepts
and take a role in teaching younger
pupils, which is a powerful way of —
absorbing and retaining knowledge.

Exploring genetics through art s
- Dr Lizzie Burns returns

By Hugh Kitchin, Curriculum Lead
for Maths and the Sciences

We have had the great pleasure of
welcoming Dr Lizzie Burns back to
the school this term to teach science
at the Children’s Hospital and the
Highfield.

Lizzie is a molecular biologist and
founder of Science to Life, an
organisation that brings together
science, art and teaching to engage
people of all ages with science
themes and to inspire hew ways of
teaching science through art. She's
also a regular visitor to the OHS
where she delivers fun and
engaging hands-on lessons.

One of the topics brought to life in
her lessons this summer was the
study of genetics. Students created
their own sections of DNA from

paper which they coloured before
joining them together to create an
intricate work of art.

Lizzie has also been creating
educational illustrations based on
chromosome and cell biology for
the Rovyal College of Pathologists
and was able to incorporate these
into her lessons.

“I'm very keen to show young
people how amazing and beautiful
our bodies are,” explains Lizzie.

“Getting this message across to the
students we're teaching at the OHS
is particularly important to
encourage them to feel positive
about their bodies and to
understand what's going on inside
them.”

Page 8
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By Lorna Wright, OHS Science
Teacher

Our summer term came to a
delicious end with the inaugural
OHS Great School Bake Off.

Students competed for the title of
Great School Bakerin three
categories: design a celebration
cake; cake icing with the theme of

All the writing on the
cake and shaping the
boots helped me
improve my fine motor
skills which | struggle
with.”

summer; and baking. Qur aim was

to give every student in the school

the chance to take part, from their
bedside, hospital school classroom,
or home.

Entries flew in from the Nuffield

The Great School Bake Off

Orthopaedic Centre, Highfield
Adolescent Unit, John Radcliffe
Hospital and Qutreach students.
The judges were particularly moved
by the way two of the contestants
described their cake-making
inspiration.

One student said: “We really had a
lot of fun, we almost forgot the pain
we were in...shaping the boots
helped me improve my fine motor
skills which | struggle with.”

While another said: “A beach scene
came to mind, and two hours in the
kitchen went by like a flash...it was
really great fun and | couldn’t be
prouder of what I've created.”

Judging was a tricky job with such a
first class selection of bakes. The
winnher was a light, fluffy chocolate
mud cake created by Qutreach
student Tia and hamed ‘Sedaside
sadness’, depicted by dropped ice
cream icing. Leah used great
texture in her work with crushed
biscuit ‘sand’ and a vibrant blue sea.
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“Decorating and
building the seaside
display was really great
fun and | couldn’t be
prouder of what I've
created.”

We liked the shark which added a
bit of humour!

Second and third place were so
close. The theme of ‘pride’
expressed through colour icing was
original and meaningful. Josh's
crabs playing ball made us smile!

We couldn’t resist sheaking ina
final special award foricing skills to
a student at the JR who crafted a
fantastic octopus and crab. Those
little smiley fuces were irresistible.

Allin all everyone involved in the
bake off had a fubulous time. What
a great way to start the summer
holidays!
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OHS among 10 UK schools to secure enhanced
award for values-based teaching

By OHS Teachers Corinna Swift,
Charlotte Rayner and Victoria
Stoneham

The OHS has become the first
hospital schoolin the UK, and one of
only 10 schools overall, to be
awdarded an International Values-
based Education Trust (IVET)

their understanding of society and
cultures, grow in terms of their self-
esteem and confidence in their
beliefs, and become empowered to
flourish in the world.

Sue Jones, YVbE Consultant and
Assessor, said:

“The Oxfordshire Hospital School serves as an
excellent example of how VbE can be adapted to

suppeort stakeholders in all contexts.”
Sue Jones, VbE Consultant and Assessor

Enhanced Quality Mark in
recoghition of the effectiveness of
the values-based education we
provide.

The award reflects our work to
teach positive human values such as
respect, integrity, honesty and
compassion as part of our everyday
curriculum, to live and work by these
vadlues, and to show our pupils how
to do so too. In this way we believe
we can help our pupils to develop

“The Oxfordshire Hospital Schoolis
doing outstanding work in VbE. It
serves as an excellent example of
how VbE can be adapted to support
stakeholdersin all contexts. The
school has used a creative approach
to overcome every challenge and
has developed some unigue systems
which can be shared with other
schools. | feel privileged to have
worked with such a dedicated team,
who have shown such

Values-based Education

VbE Enhanced Quality Mark

Issue 3 - September 2018

determination to win through.”

Values-based Education {(VbE) is
now da global movement which
seeks to make positive change in
the world by nurturing personal
wellbeing and ethical intelligence in
children and young people. The OHS
first became an IVET Quality Mark
schoolin 2017, and since then we
have worked hard to embed the
strong values-based culture that
has now earned us the Enhanced
award.

As well as exploring values as part
of our personal, social, health and
economic (PHSE) programme, we
have also adopted a Value of the
Term. So far these have included
equality, kindness and curiosity, and
have inspired some fascinating
discussions, artwork, poetry and IT
projects.

A collage based on Edward Lear’s ‘The Owl and the Pussycat’ created by pupils with local artist Dionne Freeman
and displayed as part of the Poetry Conversations project at the Oxford Festival of the Arts
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Spontaneous lessons — with Sam and Jo

By Lorna Wright, OHS Science
Teacher

When a surprise visitor slithered into
ohe of our science lessons earlier
this term, we couldn’t resist the
opportunity to create a
spontaneous and bespoke lesson
plan around it.

Whilst carrying out an investigation
into seedling growth with outreach
student Leah, a small snail crept
from the compost bag onto the
desk, much to Leah’s delight. We
began discussing what the best
habitat might be for a snail, and so
the story began!

Initially we found the snail a home
in an ice cream tub with some rocks
and grass. Leah investigated food
preferences and did some research
on their safe keeping. Then a tank
wadas bought for ‘Sammy’ and a mate
found in the garden named ‘Jo’.
Some natural chalk was placed in
the tank with moss and

rocks, and the pair
seemed at

and were regularly handled.

A bespoke scheme of work was
written incorporating snhail
classification, adaptations, feeding
relationships, evolution, breeding,
physiology and behaviour. Much of
this linking to the national
curriculum.

Sam and Jo soon became the talk
of outreach and maths teachers
worked on ared, volume and speed
with some surprisingly accurate
results.

According to Leah the pairgot on
well and were thought to be
observed mating earlierin the year.
It was disappointing that no eggs
were spotted shortly after.

However to everyone’s absolute
delight multiple tiny baby snails
were seen in the tank a few weeks
later. They were carefully
removed and counted
and to the best of our
judgement we had 69
OHS baby snails! This
showed what great
care had been taken

of the snails.

Through the journey from plant
lesson to spotting the snail; to
grasping onto a student’s interest
and writing a bespoke series of
lessons; to spreading the word to
the school, Sum and Jo provided an
excellent growth mindset approach
to teaching and learning. The
experience will surely not be
forgotten and has proven that
although the national curriculum
has to be followed, this can be done
in a way that meets the needs and
interests of every individual.

No shails were harmed in the

making of this series of lessons and
all 71 snails are now free to roamin
the lovely Oxfordshire countryside.
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What we do

The QHS’s guiding mission is to
deliver the highest quality,
persondlised education to
children across Oxfordshire with
physical and mental health
conditions that prevent them
from attending their usual
schools.

QOur team of talented and
experienced teachers work with
children who are receiving in-
patient care at Oxford’s
hospitals and those attending
our outreach centres, including
our pioneering forest school
programme. Our focus is to
satisfy the unigque learning needs
of every pupil with a varied and
flexible range of cne-to-one
lessons and group activities that
dre engaging, enjoyable and
stimulating, and taught in safe
and nurturing envirocnments. In
this way, our aim is for ecch child
to achieve academically, socially
and emotionally during their
time with us.

We are in d unigue position
where we are unbound by
whole-class curriculum and can
instead design our teaching
around each child’s needs and
interests, including those
working towards national school
exams.

We balance high quality

academic studies, brought to life

by inspiring subject specidlists,
with a vibrant programme of
cultural and artistic activities,
from art and music to film-
making and presenting. We
believe that these opportunities
for artistic and cultural
expreassion are fundamental to
our pupils’ spiritual, moral, social
and cultural development, self-
esteem, self-expression and
overdall wellbeing.

This philosophy is central to our
effectiveness and means that
pupils of all ages not only make
excellent progress but feel

motivated to learn, empowered
by their achievements, prepared
for the next stage in their
education, and able to positively
havigate life in modern society.
Please do not hesitate to contact
us if you feel we can be of further
assistance.

Get in touch

General Enquiries:

Laura Campbell

Tel: 01865 957480

E-Mail: office@ohs.oxon.sch.uk

Headteacher:

Steve Lowe

Tel: 01865 957480

E-Mail: head@ohs.oxon.sch.uk
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