lllustration Workshop with
Nick Sharratt

On Friday 15th February pupils  visit. Caron said: “It was hugely

from the OHS were treated
to a visit and an illustration
workshop from author and

illustrator Nick Sharratt.

Nick very kindly offered to
run a ‘draw-along’ session

at the Children’s Hospital

as part of the opening
celebrations of the ‘Loom to
the Moon’ installation (for
more information about the
installation, please visit www.
hospitalcharity.co.uk/news/

looms).

“No-one need worry about
not being able to draw - |
make it very easy,” was Nick
Sharratt’s reassurance before

his illustration workshop.

Caron Houchen, teacher at
the OHS, helped organise the

inspiring for the OHS pupils to
meet Nick and be able to learn
from him in an interactive and
inclusive session. Nick was very
friendly and made everyone
feel at ease. He talked them
through how to draw several
characters, step by step; all
the young people appeared
very comfortable and
enthusiastic in taking part.”

After the workshop, Nick

read and discussed his book,
‘Shark in the Park’, and also
encouraged pupils to come up
with ideas for new characters
for books. He then happily
posed for photos with the
young people, helping to
round off what had been an

amazing morning!
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National Storytelling

Week at the OHS

National Storytelling Week took
place from January 26th to 2nd
February.

To mark this week, pupils were
encouraged to enter a story

on the theme of ‘hope’ into the
Oxfordshire Hospital School Story
Writing Competition. Prizes and
certificates were up for grabs, and
stories were also played on Radio

Cherwell.

Catherine Costello said: “Stories
are a really important part of
every child’s learning, but at the
hospital school they take on extra

significance.

“For some of our pupils who are
unwell for days, weeks or even
months, the world can become

National Storytelling Week

quite small. Sharing and writing
stories gives them an opportunity
to broaden their imaginative
horizons and offers a valuable
form of expression when they
may be facing a range of
personal difficulties.

“Well done to all our creative story
writers and to their teachers for
the wonderful entries to the OHS
story writing competition. There
were lots of moving, high quality
pieces of writing on our value

for the term, HOPE. Look out for
some extracts throughout this

newsletter.”

National Storytelling Week is

an annual event created by The
Society for Storytelling and is
now in its 19th year. For more
information visit www.sfs.org.uk/

national-storytelling-week.

DID YOuU KNOw?
The OHS teach over
1,000 Pupils each year

Key Stage 2: Christmas Kitten by Jack

It was Christmas Eve and Dad and Jack let the kitten out of her cage before the big
day. The kitten was small and black, with white patches under her neck, on her paws
and even on her nose. Her eyes glittered.

When it was time for the kitten to return to her cage, she hid under Jack’s bed
instead in fear. Eventually, Jack and his Dad created a path of ‘Dreamies’ (cat
treats) which distracted her and encouraged her back into her cage. Jack and his

dad were clever and sneaky.

Christmas Day dawned and Jack and his dad wrapped the cage in shiny paper,
with a large red bow on the top. Jack carried the kitten carefully downstairs, with
Dad following behind with the cage. When they reached the Christmas tree in the

lounge, they put the cage under it and slowly lowered the kitten into it. Jack’s mum
suspiciously entered the room while Jack and Dad blocked the kitten present from
Mum’s eyes.




National Award Winner!

Catherine Costello, Curriculum Leader for English and

the Arts at the OHS, has won a Creative Learning Guild
Award, on behalf of the OHS, for the innovative ‘Poetry
Conversations on the Hospital Hubbub’ project, in which a
series of podcasts were created in collaboration with the

radio producer, Penny Boreham.

Young people were recorded
whilst reading and discussing
poetry with peers, teachers and
classroom visitors, such as local
writers and poets. This digital
opportunity enabled young people
to flourish through immersion in
poetry, as a means of encouraging
engagement with the curriculum,

alongside supporting wellbeing.

The brilliant project came out on
top in the ‘Digital & Film’ awards
category. Catherine was presented
with the award on Friday 8th
March by Creative Learning Guild
member, Rob Young, award-
winning writer, artist and former

BAFTA Screenplay judge.

Rob said: “Hospital
Hubbub Poetry Podcast
is the distilled essence
of low-cost, high
impact, patient centred
healthcare, bringing
wellbeing to society’s
most vulnerable in a
positive, pro-active
and truly innovative
format. It demonstrates,
beautifully, how one
woman can plant

a seed and

many flowers

CATHERINE COSTELLO WITH
OXFORDSHIRE HOSPITAL SCHOOL,
HOSPITAL HUBBUB POETRY PODCASTS

bloom ‘and then some’ because it
is not just a one-off event, it is a
template that can be replicated

so the seed becomes a meadow.”

Catherine said: “l was very proud
to receive the award on behalf of
all those involved in this poetry
project. Many thanks to the OHS
staff, in particular Caron Houchen
and Juliet Wraith, who shared
their own inspirational poems in
lessons; welcomed poets, writers
and artists into their classrooms
and helped to plan, create and
present the podcasts at the
Oxford Festival of the Arts.

“Thanks must also go to Ruth
Charity from Artlink, at the Oxford

Proud winner of
DIGITAL & FILM

NATIONAL AWARDS 2018/19
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Hospitals Charity, for her support
in getting the project off the
ground and of course to Penny for
her wonderful expertise in creating
such high quality podcasts.

“However, the young people
involved deserve the heartiest
congratulations of all: their
resilience, wisdom and positive
energy, in the face of personal
difficulties, is a continual

inspiration.”

You can listen to some of the
readings by visiting the podcast
project page: www.ohs.oxon.sch.
uk/oxford-festival-of-the-arts-
poetry-podcast-event

Selected podcasts

will also form part of

a ‘Listening Post’ at
the ‘Healing Spaces -
Child Health in Oxford’
exhibition’: 25th May
to 24th August 2019, at
the Gallery, Museum of
Oxford. This exhibition
has been created in close
collaboration with the
Oxfordshire Hospital
School.

The Creative Learning Guild



MP Anneliese Dodds

visits the OHS

On Friday 15th February, Member of Parliament for “We’re very grateful to ;
Oxford East, Anneliese Dodds visited the OHS to Anneliese for taking =
meet staff and pupils and to see the work that goes  time out of her busy
on across the school. Westminster schedule

to come and see us

Anneliese spent the day visiting pupils at the John and learn about the

Radcliffe Hospital (JR). work that we do.”

Steve Lowe, Headteacher at the OHS said: “It was Anneliese said on Twitter: “Thanks so much to the
great to have the opportunity to show Anneliese staff and teachers at @OxHospSchool [the OHS]
some examples of the great work that the pupils we  for showing me around. It was great to meet some
teach at the John Radcliffe are able to engage in young learners at the JR! And to hear about
thanks to the tireless and inspirational work of our @OxHospSchool’s work at

dedicated staff. Highfield, the NOC

[Nuffield Orthopaedic DID YOU K
“Anneliese took time to talk to pupils and staff Centre] and with NOW?
showing a great empathy and understanding for youngsters needing The OHs p’OVides

the challenges in education and in particular forour  care at home in "npatient h
Ospital

Hospital Teaching setting. Oxfordshire.”
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National Storytelling Week
Key Stage 3/4: H.O.P.E (Children who have Cancer) by RH

Children who have cancer are brave young people. They know to never give up and
always have faith in God. They also know that to never lose hope no matter what they
are going through. Hope is something important and we need to know that without hope
there is nothing to live for. Hope is the strongest emotion. Always be happy and hope for
the good in life.

Cancer patients are some of the people who we should look up to. They are going
through a lot with operations. They feel tired all the time and their appetite for food
changes. However, they are strong and they just go through it. To the people who don’t
have cancer, they should be grateful that they don’t have it. Always remember it’s all
about hope, prayers and belief.

| am 12 years old. | know what it feels like to have cancer - | have bone cancer and |
know, no matter what, | should never give up.



National Storytelling Week
Key Stage 4: Redefining Hope

She was thirteen when severe anxiety and depression entered her life. She
lost her friends, her motivation, her freedom. She lost herself. She lost hope.

She is Olivia.

Suddenly she wasn’t herself, she was distant. She was sad. She was scared,
of everything. She didn’t eat. She didn’t sleep. She couldn’t go to school; a
whole week passed with her not being able to go to school. Until one Sunday
night as the frost began to settle on the grass, she broke down. The tears
wouldn’t stop, all the bubbling emotions she had built up came pouring out
of her like a tap. A tap that couldn’t be turned off. She begged and begged
her parents to let her leave school. That wasn’t what she wanted, she didn’t
want to disappoint herself or her family but she couldn’t see any other
option. She begged and begged her parents until they had no choice but to
contact the school. She never went back, eventually she was homeschooled.

Things began slowly getting better and then worse and then better again.
That’s what happens you see, when people say it’s a rollercoaster, they really
mean it. When something like that happens to a person their prior hopes and

ambitions don’t seem important.

She used to hope one day she would live on her own, now she just hopes she
will get through a panic attack by herself.

She used to hope she would get all A* on her GCSE’s, now she just hopes she
will be calm long enough to sit an exam.

She used to hope she would buy a house one day, now she just hopes she will
be able to leave the house.

Although she felt like she lost hope, in reality her hopes just changed,
became smaller, became more manageable. More realistic. Maybe we can
never truly lose hope; just change the way we think about it.

She was thirteen when severe anxiety and depression entered her life.
She lost her friends, her motivation, her freedom. She didn’t lose hope, she
redefined hope.

She is Olivia. Olivia is me.

Stories usually have an ending, this is just the beginning of my story.




Year 11 Study Group at Hill End

is enhanced through the sharing of are being referred and are in the

Term 3 saw the initiation of

the OHS Year 11 study group
programme at Hill End. Pupils in
the group can access targeted
support in their core subjects in

the run up to exams.

The group also provides key

social interaction for the pupils,
with opportunities for confidence
building and the development of
communication skills. The group
situation also means that learning

ideas and experiences.

Pupils in the group have so far
accessed English and maths
sessions as part of their exam
study, but also have a twice
weekly personal development
(PDC) session as part of the
programme. Although open to
anyone at the OHS regardless of
their medical needs, it has been
accessed largely by pupils with
conditions such as anxiety and

depression.

Helen McCuaig-Finlay, who works
with the group said: “We have
a cosy little group based at Hill
End at the moment, but others

process of visiting and learning

more about the programme.

“Activities within PDC sessions
have so far included bushcraft,
career exploration, sports and
cooking - however, the range

of activities available is endless
and largely determined by the
interests and personal goals of the

pupils themselves.

“The main aim of the PDC
activities is to facilitate
opportunities for pupils to develop
employability and independence
skills and to give them ‘the edge’
as they move forward in their
education and careers!”

National Storytelling Week
Key Stage 3/4: A Special Young Man By Levi

On the 17th July 2010, a special new person came into the world. He was born
prematurely, with gastroschisis, so his parents thought that they were going to lose

their little boy. But, nine weeks later, he was well enough to leave the hospital and was
finally named John, after his dad.

He only just survived his main illness, but he knows that some people like him go and
play with the angels, while others stay with their families. Now, John knows he’s part of
the ‘Belly Button Club’ and he has been made fun of though he doesn’t care because
he’s a unique little boy and no-one can take that away from him. His family love him

and he loves them, along with everyone else who saved his life. He also loves the
angels and God.

This boy is now eight and has grown into a beautiful person with loads of friends.
He goes swimming every day of his life and loves football - he was even scouted for
Oxford United!

I’m so glad that John Junior is my little brother and a part of my world. He always
helps me to feel happier, stronger and more hopeful.




What we do

The OHS’s guiding mission is

to deliver the highest quality,
personalised education to children
across Oxfordshire with physical
and mental health conditions that
prevent them from attending their
usual schools.

Our team of talented and
experienced teachers and

HLTAs work with children who

are receiving in-patient care at
Oxford’s hospitals and those being
taught in our Outreach setting.
Our focus is to satisfy the unique
learning needs of every pupil with
a varied and flexible range of
one-to-one lessons and group
activities that are engaging,
enjoyable and stimulating, and
taught in safe and nurturing

Dates for your Diary

May to August 2019 - ‘Healing
Spaces - Child Health in Oxford’
Exhibition on at Micro-Museum,
Museum of Oxford
27th May - 31st May 2019 -
Half term
24th July - Last day of the
Summer Term

2
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Oxfordshire
Hospital School

environments. In this way, our
aim is for each child to achieve
academically, socially and
emotionally during their time with

us.

We are in a unique position where
we are not bound by a whole-class
curriculum and can instead design
our teaching around each child’s
needs and interests, including
those working towards national

school exams.

We balance high quality academic
studies, brought to life by inspiring
subject specialists, with a vibrant
programme of cultural and artistic
activities, from art and music to
film-making and presenting. We
believe that these opportunities

Twitter
@OxHospSchool

Instagram
@oxfordshirehospitalschool

Facebook
@Oxfordshirehospitalschool

ofited

Outstanding
Provider

for artistic and cultural expression
are fundamental to our pupils’
spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development, self-esteem, self-
expression and overall wellbeing.

This philosophy is central to

our effectiveness and means

that pupils of all ages not only
make excellent progress but feel
motivated to learn, empowered by
their achievements, prepared for
the next stage in their education,
and able to positively navigate life
in modern society.

Please do not hesitate to contact
us if you feel we can be of further

assistance.

The OHS has a monthly newsletter
packed full of information and news
that can be delivered straight into
your inbox! Go to www.ohs.oxon.
sch.uk/bespoke-our-newsletter and
enter your details and all our news
will come to you!

Contact Us

General enquiries:
Laura Campbell
Tel: 01865 957480
E-Mail: office@ohs.oxon.sch.uk

Headteacher:
Steve Lowe
Tel: 01865 957480
E-Mail: head@ohs.oxon.sch.uk

Oxfordshire Hospital School
c/o St Nicholas’ Primary School
Raymund Road
Old Marston
Oxford OX3 OPJ




