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Wow! What 
a year we’ve 
had at the 
Oxfordshire 
Hospital 
School. 
I’ve now 
completed 
a year in 
post and am 
wondering 

why I didn’t get involved in the 
education of young people with 
medical conditions sooner. The 
young people that we work 
with never cease to amaze. 
Their resilience is really quite 
remarkable; a characteristic that 
we can all learn from.

In the School’s mission statement 
we remark at putting pupils at 
the heart of everything we do. I 
see on a daily basis how our highly 
skilled staff dedicate their work to 
achieving incredible outcomes for 
the young people they work with 
by focusing on individual needs 
and creating bespoke learning 
solutions. It has been a privilege 
to see first hand, the pleasure that 
comes with engaging in learning 
activities that most young people 
take for granted. I have observed 
lessons in coffee shops, pupil’s 
homes, hospital wards and in fields 

and have been 
humbled by the 
attitudes of the 
young people we 
work with.

Whist the hard work and 
achievements of the school have 
been recognised widely this 
year, it is the pupils whose work 
deserves most credit. We have 
been recognised in various media 
articles, professional publications, 
national news broadcasts, 
national awards and through a 
visit from Prince Harry. It really has 
been an exciting year for us all.

These successes provide us with a 
unique opportunity to ensure that 
the education of young people 
with medical conditions isn’t seen 
as an afterthought. 

Education is a right and schools 
have a statutory duty to support 
their pupils whilst they are 
unwell. Schools’ knowledge 
and understanding of medical 
conditions is improving as is 
the inclusive culture within our 
schools; our role in providing 
advice and support to schools 
to continue this journey is 
crucial.

Whilst our pupils experience 
many successes, they face daily 
challenges. No-one chooses to 
be unwell and the young people 
we work with want to be in 
school with their friends doing 
the things that children do. The 
relationships we have built with 
parents, medical teams and wider 
professional groups help to build 
really supportive holistic solutions 
for young people. Working 
together is the key to these 
successful outcomes. 

Thank you to all those who have 
supported the school this year. 
I’m excited for what 2019-20 is 
likely to bring. We have big plans 
to continue the improvements 
at our school. Whilst we have an 
Outstanding OFSTED designation, 
there is always more to do to 
improve the experiences of pupils 
in our school.

Welcome by Steve Lowe, 
Headteacher
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The Oxfordshire Hospital School (OHS) has been 
awarded the Innovative use of technology to 
influence outcomes award at the prestigious Tes 
Schools Awards 2019!

The Tes awards were held in London on Friday 21st 
June and a very proud team of staff members 
attended the ceremony where the OHS had been 
shortlisted for three Tes Schools Awards: Community 
and collaboration, Innovative use of technology 
to influence outcomes and Alternative provision 
(including Hospital Schools) school of the year.

Celebrating their eleventh year, the awards 
recognise outstanding contributions made by 
education teams and individuals to help students 
around the country to succeed, both inside and 
outside the classroom.

The OHS submission for the Innovative use of 
technology to influence outcomes award included 
the use of Virtual Reality in lessons, the ‘Hospital 
Hubbub’ podcasts and the ‘Robots in Schools’ project 
- which allows pupils to take part in mainstream 
lessons and extracurricular activities without 
physically being in the classroom.

The judges said: “This gives a little bit more light to 
pupils with a long-term illness, including cancer and 
those who are terminally ill. It allows them to be with 
their friends and part of a school community.”

The judges concluded: “Although the standard of 
entries was extremely high, Oxfordshire Hospital 
School shone out in the way that it used technology 
to try to help with a very human issue. A very worthy 
winner.”

Steve Lowe, Headteacher at the OHS said: “Winning 
this award provides us with a platform to celebrate 
the incredible standards that children with medical 
conditions are able to achieve despite their health 
challenges. 

“Teaching young people with medical conditions is 
a privilege; pupils with medical conditions can often 
be the forgotten, invisible children in our education 
system and even within our society as they generally 
just get on with things. Staff, our professional 
partners at the NHS trust and Governors are an 
incredibly committed group of professionals who 
work tirelessly to enhance learning opportunities 
for children with both physical and mental health 
conditions. 

“This award, and being shortlisted in two other 
categories, will be seen by them as praise on a 
national stage for the remarkable work that they do. 
The real winners of this award however are the young 
people that we work with who provide us with all the 
motivation we need to maintain the standards and 
quality of education that we offer.”

To read more about the robots in schools project, 
‘Hospital Hubbub’, and the use of Virtual Reality at 
the OHS, visit www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/ohs-news.

Tes Award Winners



Community Partner Testimony

“We have been working with Oxfordshire Hospital School for one 
year. The OHS have been leading on a project in Oxfordshire 
supporting schools to meet the needs of pupils with medical 

conditions. Their staff have provided training and on-site support 
focused on building capacity.

“The Medical Needs Inreach Project has brought fresh, practical 
ideas to schools and has provided links to expert advice from 

colleagues within the NHS to support the management of 
individual pupils and develop and improve school cultures around 

the inclusion of vulnerable pupils.” 

Matt Gregor, PE, Mental Health and Wellbeing lead, Bladon Primary School.
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Royal Visit
On Tuesday 14th May, HRH 
Prince Harry the Duke of Sussex 
visited Oxford Children’s 
Hospital - much to the delight 
of the OHS staff and children 
there!

The Duke had a tour of the 
hospital where he spent time 
chatting with young people on 
the wards. The hospital school 
was the Duke’s final stop on his 
tour, where he met pupils and 
viewed the tailored facilities 
that allow young people to 
continue learning during their 
hospital stay. 

Pupils were delighted to have 
the chance to share their music 
technology work with Prince 
Harry. He liked what he heard 
and even had a little dance to 
some of the tracks!

Steve Lowe, Headteacher at 
the OHS was present to meet 
Prince Harry. Steve said: “The 
children were incredibly excited 
to meet the Duke. It’s all they 
could talk about for the rest of 
the day.”

“We felt really honoured that 
he chose to come and see 
us - not many people know 
there’s a school in the hospital, 
so the recognition of our work 
to support children with their 
education during what can be 
a challenging time for them 
was very special.”

HRH Prince Harry the Duke of Sussex and Caitlin in the level 0 OHS classroom 
at the John Radcliffe
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James Shyrane, Assistant 
Headteacher at the OHS has been 
trialling a very special inclusive 
project in collaboration with 
the Oxford University Museums 
(Ashmolean, Museum of Natural 
History, Pitt Rivers and the 
History of Science) with Susan 
Griffiths, Museums Community 
Engagement Officer.

The team are looking into how 
Double 2 robots can be used to 
give pupils from the OHS access 
to guided tours at the museum 
without them leaving their 
hospital beds. 

The OHS has pioneered the 
use of telepresence robots to 
enable young patients to take 
part in mainstream lessons and 
extracurricular activities without 

physically being in the 
classroom. Now, the 
robots are being taken 
out of the classroom to 
enable pupils to also take 
part in school trips.

The robot initiative was initially 
designed to help children keep 
up with their studies and to also 
overcome the sense of isolation 
commonly felt by young people 
undergoing medical treatment. It 
has been shown to have a positive 
impact on wellbeing and learning, 
while also helping children to 
reintegrate smoothly back into 
school after treatment.

James said: “As well as allowing 
the pupils to see the museum 
in ‘real time’, the plan is also to 
produce 3D printed versions of 

museum artefacts that can be 
held and manipulated by the pupil 
while they are visiting the museum 
via the robot.

“The trial has been received very 
positively so far - we’re looking 
forward to seeing how our pupils 
react to their virtual visits!”

This latest collaboration between 
the OHS and the museums 
enhances the long-standing 
relationship between the 
organisations. The OHS is proud 
to be Oxford University Museums’ 
longest standing community 
partner.

Virtual Museum Visits

Community Partner Testimony

“I find it particularly refreshing and 
exciting to be working closely with the 
Oxfordshire Hospital School and my experience 
to date suggests that they are a very outward 
thinking school that wants to provide the best 
learning opportunities for all their learners and are 
keen to engage ‘new’ ways of collaboration.” 

Selby Dickinson, Centre Director of the Hill End Centre.

DID YOU KNOW?

One of the vision statements for 

the OHS is to be the national 

benchmark for hospital 

education - promoting access 

to high quality education and 

ensuring pupils are thoroughly 

prepared for their next stage in 

education
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Healing Spaces - Child Health in Oxford Exhibition

From May to August 2019, an 
exciting collaborative exhibition 
took place at the Museum of 
Oxford.

Created in partnership with the 
Oxfordshire Hospital School, 
Oxfordshire Health Archives, and 
Oxford Hospitals Charity, the 
‘Healing Spaces - Child Health in 
Oxford’ exhibition told the history 
of children and young people’s 
health in Oxford, focusing on their 
personal experiences. 

The free exhibition included 
fascinating artefacts and 
information on the history of the 

OHS, outlining some of the support 
it has offered young people with 
medical needs in Oxfordshire over 
the last hundred years.
The exhibition also contained 
artwork, photography and 
creative writing, entered by 
young people into a school wide 
competition. Over 40 pupils 
submitted pieces, reflecting highly 
personal reflections on the theme 
of ‘Healing Spaces.’

Visitors to the exhibition saw 
a traditional hospital ward, 
reimagined through artwork 
created by young people at 
the OHS today, and got the 
opportunity to add their own ideas 
on the kinds of spaces that help us 
heal. 

Selected podcasts from the 
OHS’ award winning ‘Poetry 
Conversations on the Hospital 
Hubbub’ project, in which a 

series of podcasts were created 
in collaboration with the radio 
producer Penny Boreham, also 
formed part of a ‘Listening Post’ at 
the exhibition.

Catherine Costello, the OHS 
Curriculum Leader for English and 
the Arts, who coordinated the 
OHS’ involvement in the exhibition 
said: “We’re very grateful to the 
Museum of Oxford for offering us 
the opportunity to work on this 
project. It has been fascinating to 
delve into the artefacts held by 
the school and the wider museums 
service, to gain a picture of how 
hospital school provision has 
evolved, within these changing 
environments.”

This exhibition ran until 24th 
August 2019 at the Museum of 
Oxford. It is due to go on tour from 
September 2019 - look out for 
details of dates and venues soon!

New AV1 
Robot

The OHS was the first school in 
the UK to use telepresence robots 
to enable pupils with medical 
conditions to attend their home 
school - allowing them to stay 
connected both academically and 
socially. 

Recently the OHS have added an 
AV1 robot to go with their fleet of 
four existing Double 2 robots. The 
AV1 has a different design to the 
Double 2 - it remains static on a 
school desk and doesn’t have a 
screen displaying an image of the 
home or hospital based pupil to 
their classmates. The poorly pupil 

can see and hear the lesson and is 
able to speak through the robot as 
well as displaying emotions via a 
range of programmed expressions. 

James Shryane, Assistant 
Headteacher at the OHS said: 
“We feel this type of robot may be 
more suited to pupils with anxiety 
or other conditions where the pupil 
does not want the class to see 
them. 

“We are very excited to be able 
to extend our provision to more 
pupils with this new addition
 to our robot family.”

(L-R) a Double 2 and AV1 robot



6

DID YOU KNOW?

In July 2017 the OHS was rated 

outstanding by Ofsted. The 

report stated that: “Pupils make 

excellent progress during their 

stay at the school. They not only 

keep up with their studies, but are 

pushed to succeed and achieve 

even more”

Pupils from the OHS have been 
using a new learning framework 
to get to grips with important life 
skills.
 
LORIC (Leadership, Organisation, 
Resilience, Initiative and 
Communication) is designed to 
equip young people with real 
world life skills, whilst also being a 
lot of fun! The scheme underpins 
the activities and work done 
as part of the OHS Personal 
Development (PD) Curriculum.
 
The OHS has been developing the 
programme over recent years - 
the idea of providing pupils with 
the opportunity to develop their 
personal skills alongside their 
academic study is not a new one     
for the OHS. 
 
When PiXL (Partners in Excellence) 
launched their “Character” and 

“Edge” programmes (which is 
where LORIC is derived from) the 
OHS team recognised that this 
would be a good addition to the 
current curriculum.
 
Some of the key benefits have 
been the ability for the OHS team 
and the pupils to add greater 
meaning to achievements. The 
provision of a written record 
to take away and refer to 
when applying for college or 
employment in the future is also a 
fantastic addition.
 
Helen McCuaig-Finlay, Higher 
Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA), 
has been piloting the scheme in 
collaboration with Science Teacher 
Lorna Wright and Assistant 
Headteacher for Teaching, 
Learning & Assessment Helen 
White. 
 

Helen McCuaig-Finlay said: 
“We have been using the LORIC 
framework since March and 
have found it to be a great way 
to introduce the relevance of 
personal skills development, a 
way for pupils to actually see the 
progress they are making, and a 
tool that has motivated pupils to 
take responsibility for and within 
their own learning.
 
“We are looking forward to seeing 
how the framework benefits our 
pupils in the years to come - 
whilst they are with us at the OHS 
and also in their future lives and 
careers.”

LORIC at the OHS

DID YOU KNOW?
The OHS provides a 

bespoke, personalised 
curriculum for all 

pupils

Pupils learn life skills such as how to 
cook using real fire



Community Partner Testimony 

“The OHS is innovative in its approaches. Two of our students have benefited 
from pioneering work involving a learning robot: through high-grade 

technology students are able to access learning and school from their own 
home via an internet link and skype/FaceTime type interfaces…

“The outstanding support of the OHS is perhaps best exemplified in this 
testimony from the parent of one of our students, now back in school full time 
after cancer treatment: ‘Months of cancer treatment meant that A. often felt 

isolated from his friends and disconnected from his own school community. 
A’s robot meant that he could join in with lessons, but also with many aspects 

of  school life and even to just hang-out with his friends at break time. 

‘Being able to control the robot himself was so important as it gave him a 
sense of independence at a time when he had little control over what was 

happening in his life. I think it also made it easier for him when the time came 
for him to go back to school in person’.”

Mr M Bonsell, Assistant Headteacher, Wood Green School.
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Exam season is a unique time at the OHS. The team 
will always strive to ensure that everything is in 
place so that a pupil is able to take an exam. Even 
if a pupil is admitted on a Sunday and has a 9am 
exam scheduled the next day, the team will make 
sure they can take it. There can often be a lot of 
administrative work and phone calls to ensure that 
this can happen (the pupil will be shielded from this 
process to keep them as calm as possible).

Existing pupils who are taught under the Outreach 
Teaching Service (OTS) at the OHS either go into 
their home school or sit their exams at home. The 
home school is responsible for conducting these 
exams - the OHS team will liaise between the school 
and parents. 

OHS pupils at the Highfield Adolescent Unit (HAU) 
or the Children’s Hospital Teaching Sector (CHTS) 
who are in hospital on the day of their exam will be 
given the opportunity to sit it. Pupils at the HAU sit 

their exams in 
meeting rooms 
and CHTS 
pupils use the 
adolescent 
classroom or, if 
necessary, sit 
the exam from 
their beds. All 
exams are completed under full exam conditions.

19 pupils from the OHS sat GCSEs this year. Helen 
White, Assistant Headteacher responsible for 
Exams at OHS said: “We have worked with some 
marvellous pupils and I am always amazed at their 
resilience and determination to complete exams 
in circumstances which are extremely challenging. 
Each pupil is an individual, but each one is a hero in 
my eyes.”

Exam Season at the OHS



Community Partner Testimony

“Oxfordshire Hospital School (OHS) and Children’s Psychological Medicine (CPM) at 
Oxford University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust have formed a partnership that is 
quite unique in its aims and scope, and the vision of OHS has been critical in setting 

up and delivering the project: The Medical Needs Inreach Project...

“Working with OHS is, I believe, an excellent example of what can be achieved with 
the right intent and desire to truly collaborate in the best interests of children and 
the local community. It is a partnership in which both sets of professionals benefit 
from the others’ knowledge, expertise, warmth, compassion and desire to make a 

difference by doing things in a slightly different way. The services exist in separate 
entities but through the Medical Needs Inreach Project, collaboration has allowed 
a difference to be made, both for individual children who access the project, and 
for the wider school community. The legacy of the project will undoubtedly be the 

relationships that have been made.” 

Dr Helen Griffiths, Consultant Clinical Psychologist and Chair of Paediatric 
Psychology Network UK
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A poster highlighting the benefits 
of the Medical Needs Inreach 
Project (MNIP) has won an award 
at the Paediatric Psychology 
Network UK meeting.

The MNIP provides support 
for Oxfordshire schools in the 
management of medical needs 
within the education environment. 
The poster won the ‘People’s 
Choice’ award, as voted for by 
psychologists present at the 
network meeting.

Dr Helen Griffiths, Consultant 
Clinical Psychologist and Chair of 
Paediatric Psychology Network 

UK, received the award on behalf 
of the project team. Dr Griffiths 
said: “‘There was a huge amount 
of interest in the project at the 
conference and we’re delighted to 
win this award. 

“The project has had many 
expressions of interest from 
hospital schools and paediatric 
psychology departments around 
the country and we are excited 
about continuing these discussions 
as we build on our work so far.”

The MNIP project was introduced 
at the ‘Integration and Inclusion’ 
conference that was jointly-hosted 

by the Oxfordshire Hospital School 
(OHS) and the Department of 
Children’s Psychological Medicine 
(CPM) – Oxford University 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust) in 
November last year.

For further details about the 
Medical Needs Inreach Project 
(recently re-named ‘Medical 
Needs In Schools’), please email 
projectinreach@ohs.oxon.sch.uk, 
or visit the OHS website - 
www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk.

The Award-Winning Medical 

Needs Inreach Project



Local schools were offered a three-day training programme, 

to increase teachers’ awareness of the issues facing 

children with medical needs in schools, and increase their 

confidence in supporting these children. This was evaluated 

to assess changes in teachers’ self-perceived awareness 

and confidence. 

Participants reported increases in their awareness and confidence across all six domains, which 

had persisted and continued at follow-up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Schools’ self-rated awareness of 1) statutory guidance, 2) medical needs, 3) sources of internal 
(school-based) support, 4) sources of external (service-based) support and 5) the effects on personal/
emotional wellbeing of working with a child with medical needs, measured immediately before and after 
each training day and at follow-up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2: Participants’ self-rated confidence in 1) following statutory guidance, 2) managing medical needs, 
3) sourcing internal (school-based) support, 4) sourcing external (service-based) support and 5) managing 
the effects on personal/emotional wellbeing of working with a child with medical needs, measured 
immediately before and after each training day and at follow-up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Results 

 

 
 

Gavriloff, D.a, Wheatley, J. b, Ransby, A. b, Lowe, S. b, Webster, G.a, Griffiths, H.a 
Medical Needs In Schools, aOxford University Hospitals NHS Trust, bOxfordshire Hospital School 

https://ohs.oxon.sch.uk/mnip-medical-needs-inreach-project/ 

helen.griffiths@ouh.nhs.uk 
 

Medical Needs Inreach Project: A novel training 
programme for education professionals supporting young 

people with medical conditions in schools 

§  Many of the estimated 1 in 4 UK children with chronic 

medical needs are attending school. These young people 

face increased incidence of psychological disorders and 

poorer academic outcomes. 

§  The reciprocal links between children’s physical and 

mental health needs, peer and family relationships, and 

educational experiences require a co-ordinated multi-

agency approach. 

§  Teachers report lacking knowledge and confidence 

around managing medical needs in the school 

environment despite statutory guidance. 

§  The Medical Needs Inreach Project (MNIP) supports local 

schools to ensure children with medical needs can 

access education optimally. The MNIP was recently 

renamed Medical Needs In Schools to reflect its 

expanding mission and reach. 

Background 

Aims 

Method 

Changes in teachers’ awareness and confidence across six 

domains were measured using a self-report pre and post 

questionnaire. Data-analysis was done using visual displays 

of data for the schools for whom data was available at all 

time points (n=12). 

Summary 

§  Paediatric psychologists and hospital school teachers are in a unique position to bridge the gap 

between health and education for children with medical needs.  

§  The MNIP Partnership School Training Programme, the first of its kind in the UK, increased 

teachers’ confidence and awareness in supporting these children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participants 

Teaching staff from 20 local schools took part in the 

training programme, including nine primary schools, eight 

secondary schools, and three special schools. 
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9 The award winning poster highlighting the benefits of the Medical Needs Inreach Project (MNIP)



The 24th to 28th June was the 
Youth Sport Trust (YST) National 
School Sports Week, a week that 
OHS marks annually, with staff 
and pupils from sites across the 
school all getting involved.

Activities included the OHS’ 
annual ‘site versus site’ sports day 
competition, workshops linked 
to the YST theme of the week (5 
ways to wellbeing) and a staff 
daily Google+ challenge to make 
it a truly whole school experience!

Helen McCuaig-Finlay, Higher 
Level Teaching Assistant at 
the OHS coordinated Sports 
Week. Helen said: “At the OHS 
we prioritise making sporting 

activities as inclusive as possible. 
Sports Week was all about 
everyone taking part.

“The challenges that a lot of 
our young people face can 
often mean that we have to 
think creatively about sporting 
activities and how they are 
taught at the OHS. We firmly 
believe that sport really is ‘for 
all’ and plan lessons with this in 
mind.”
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The Highfield Adolescent Unit is 
a state-of-the-art NHS facility 
providing specialist inpatient 
services for young people aged 
11 to 18 with acute mental health 
needs.

The OHS has a key role with the 
young people at the unit. School 
structure is an important part 
of treatment, and the school at 
Highfield is staffed by Leader of 
Learning Mollie Tustian, subject 
teachers and HLTAs (Higher 
Level Teaching Assistants) who 
strive to help the young people 
there achieve their very best 
academically.

Each young person is supported 
to keep up with their home school 
curriculum as much as is possible, 

so that they feel prepared to 
return to their home school or 
college once discharged. The 
OHS team at Highfield have a 
strong collective knowledge of 
how mental health impacts upon 
a person’s ability to learn, and are 
well-equipped to support them. 

A bespoke timetable is created 
for each pupil around a range of 
curriculum subjects including PE, 
Art and Life Skills in collaboration 
with the pupil’s home school, 
college or training provider. 
The OHS also offer a number 
of engagement activities to 
complement each young person’s 
study (including gardening, 
photography, music, drama and 
art). 

Young people can be taught 
individually, in pairs or in small 
groups. If they have exams coming 
up, such as GCSEs or A Levels, then 
the OHS can help to facilitate 
them being sat at the unit.

Mollie Tustian, the Leader of 
Learning at the Highfield Unit 
for the OHS said: “It is a privilege 
to work here, the young people, 
medical staff and teaching staff 
are all fantastic. I am constantly 
impressed by their determination 
to support and develop the young 
people. 

“I love working with the team 
and will continue to develop the 
excellent work done in the setting.”

Site Focus - the Highfield 

Adolescent Unit

Sports Week at the OHS



On Friday 28th June, celebrated children’s author Katherine 
Rundell visited the Highfield Adolescent Unit (HAU).

Katherine talked to the young people about the power of the 
imagination and where the stimulus for each of her books came 
from. She also gave them writing tips for their own work - such 
as keeping a writer’s diary (in which you are only allowed to write 
one sentence a day), and ways of planning ideas into story frameworks.

The young people were particularly moved by how positive Katherine was as a person, and how 
passionate she was about her writing. One pupil who was present at the session wrote afterwards 
to Katherine: “I feel that when I read your books that I will hopefully attract some of your energy 
and light and your undeniable positivity.”

Catherine Costello, the OHS Curriculum Leader for English and the Arts said: “I love Katherine’s 
belief that returning to younger children’s fiction can ignite the imagination and reclaim a sense of 
hopefulness which is often missing in fiction for older readers.

“We were all bowled over by the impact of the day - it had a powerful effect on all who attended 
the session: young people, teaching staff and some members of the care team. All our thanks 
go to Katherine for inspiring us all.” 11

The Crystal Maze Challenges

Pupils at the Highfield Adolescent 
Unit have recently been taking 
part in a series of challenges, 
all based around the classic TV 
programme, ‘The Crystal Maze’.

The Crystal Maze afternoon 
workshop started with an 
introduction to the TV programme 
with a viewing of the modern 
version of the show. Once the 
pupils had an idea of what they 
would be undertaking, they were 
set different (highly disguised!) 

maths and reasoning challenges to 
undertake within one hour.

The challenges ranged from 
tangram puzzles to seeing how 
high they could build a tower out 
of Jenga, to writing their names 
in runes. The pupils could score 
tokens that would be useful for the 
final challenge.

After the hour was up, the tokens 
were then converted into seconds 
to take part in an enjoyable final 
challenge: throwing bean bags 
into a basket 3m away.  

Alice Floyd, Teacher at the OHS 
said: “You know you are part of 
a different generation when you 
start a session by saying, “do you 

know what the Crystal Maze is?” 
and a room full of blank teenagers 
look back! 

“Everyone had a brilliant afternoon 
enjoying just solving puzzles and 
working in teams. Underneath this 
not being a ‘normal’ afternoon, lots 
of reasoning skills were developed 
- as well as good old resilience and 
teamwork. 

“Unfortunately, we have not yet 
had the funding to build a full 
size dome and fan to run the 
correct ending to the Crystal Maze 
afternoon - but the bean bag 
challenge was still well received!”

The winners walked away with a 
glittery notebook for their efforts. 

Katherine Rundell Visits the OHS



The OHS’s guiding mission is 
to deliver the highest quality, 
personalised education to children 
across Oxfordshire with physical 
and mental health conditions that 
prevent them from attending their 
usual schools.
 
Our team of talented and 
experienced teachers and 
HLTAs work with children who 
are receiving in-patient care at 
Oxford’s hospitals and those being 
taught in our Outreach setting. 
Our focus is to satisfy the unique 
learning needs of every pupil with 
a varied and flexible range of one-
to-one lessons and group activities 
that are engaging, enjoyable and 
stimulating, and taught in safe 
and nurturing environments. In 

this way, our aim is for each child 
to achieve academically, socially 
and emotionally during their time 
with us. 

We are in a unique position where 
we are not bound by a whole-class 
curriculum and can instead design 
our teaching around each child’s 
needs and interests, including 
those working towards national 
school exams. 

We balance high quality academic 
studies, brought to life by inspiring 
subject specialists, with a vibrant 
programme of cultural and artistic 
activities, from art and music to 
film-making and presenting. We 
believe that these opportunities 
for artistic and cultural expression 

are fundamental to our pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development, self-esteem, self-
expression and overall wellbeing.

This philosophy is central to 
our effectiveness and means 
that pupils of all ages not only 
make excellent progress but feel 
motivated to learn, empowered by 
their achievements, prepared for 
the next stage in their education, 
and able to positively navigate life 
in modern society.

Please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you feel we can be of further 
assistance.

Contact Us
General enquiries:

Laura Campbell
Tel:  01865 957480

E-Mail: office@ohs.oxon.sch.uk

Headteacher:
Steve Lowe

Tel: 01865 957480
E-Mail: head@ohs.oxon.sch.uk

Oxfordshire Hospital School
c/o St Nicholas’ Primary School

Raymund Road
Old Marston

Oxford OX3 0PJ
All images © OHS 2019 except: Prince Harry: Oxford Hospitals Charity, Museum: Oxford University 
Museums, Medical Needs Inreach Project poster: Dr Guinevere Webster, Clinical Psychologist

Dates for your Diary

From September 2019 - ‘Healing 

Spaces - Child Health in Oxford’ 

Exhibition on tour

3rd September 2019 - First day of 

2019/2020 academic year for pupils 

(staff start back on 2nd September)

5th October 2019 - Start of 

Centenary Celebrations for 100 years 

of the OHS

6th November 2019 - Medical Needs 

In Schools 2nd Annual Conference

The OHS has a monthly newsletter 
packed full of information and news 
that can be delivered straight into 

your inbox! Go to www.ohs.oxon.
sch.uk/bespoke-our-newsletter and 
enter your details and all our news 

will come to you!

What we do

Twitter 
@OxHospSchool

Instagram 
@oxfordshirehospitalschool 

Facebook 
@Oxfordshirehospitalschool


