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Newsletter of the
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Welcome by Steve Lowe,

Headteacher

On October
5th 2019 the
Oxfordshire
Hospital School
(OHS) was

99 Years old
taking us into
our 100th year
of educating
children and
young people who are too unwell
to attend their usual school. It’s

a privilege and actually quite
humbling when | reflect on the
changes that the school has seen
over 99 years of service to the
children of Oxfordshire and its
surrounding counties.

Whichever way you look at it,
celebrating the school’s centenary
is a huge milestone that should be
recognised and applauded by the
whole community including those
who currently enjoy its educational
distinction and also those who look
back fondly on their page in its
history.

Along the way, the school has
adapted to the shifting sands of
changing education styles, exams
and expectations and continued to
prepare its students for life beyond
the classroom.
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Now in its 100th year, Oxfordshire
Hospital School can not only

look back on its fascinating and
influential history with pride but,
more importantly, it can use this
celebration year to guide the
School community to focus on a
bright and secure future.

The school has changed so much
from its days of teaching children
in outdoor classrooms when it
first opened on 5th October

1920 on the site of the Wingdfield
Convalescent Home, to where it is
now in purpose built, well equipped
classrooms. On its first day, the
school opened with 14 children,
seven boys, seven girls and one
teacher, Kate Hebblewhite. |
wonder what Kate would make of
the way we teach now?

The school’s original Log Book
serves as a reminder as to the day
to day challenges and changes
that the school faced. The Log
Book has since been replaced by a
complex computer database that
provide us with immediate access
to teaching resources and pupil
information. Even in 1920, schools
were subject to Government
quality assurance and the
Oxfordshire Hospital School
received its first visit from
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His Majesty’s Inspector of schools,
Muriel Bywaters on 24th February
1921.

Over the next 12 months, we are
hoping to make contact with
former pupils and staff to join us

in the centenary celebrations. If
you know of anyone, please ask
them to contact us directly as we’d
love to hear from them. Although
we have a number of artefacts
that accompany the school’s
original Log Book, we’d love to

see any photographs or historical
memorabilia that anyone has. We’'ll
be using the photographs that we
have as part of a public display
and will also make them available
as an online gallery on our website.

This is a very exciting time for the
school, a significant landmark
now reached with ongoing plans
to develop innovative teaching
methods for our amazing pupils.
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Medical Needs In Schools Conference 2019

On Wednesday 6th November, the 2019 Medical
Needs in Schools (MNIS) Conference, highlighting
the issues around support for young people whose
education is affected by a medical condition, took

place at the Kassam Stadium, Oxford.

The theme of the conference was ‘Successful
Partnerships in Practice - Working with professionals
& families’. It built on the work of the MNIS project
over the last two years and was attended by 125

delegates.

The majority of delegates who attended the
conference represented mainstream schools in
Oxfordshire or Hospital Schools from across the
country. A number of representatives from local
authorities also attended, with a view to improve
their inclusion cultures and promote improved
outcomes for children and young people with
medical conditions. Delegates from national

charities also attended.

The conference was opened by Anneliese Dodds, MP
for Oxford East. Although unable to attend in person
due to parliamentary commitments, Ms Dodds did

provide a short introductory video supporting the

work of the sector.

successful Partnerships in Prac UT,

Working with professionals & fa

The day was a resounding success, with brilliant

speakers including Jennifer Starbuck - Senior Clinical
Psychologist, Paediatric Chronic Fatigue Syndrome
/ ME Service, RUH Bath, Health Conditions In School

Alliance and young person, Charlotte Knott.

Steve Lowe, Headteacher at the Oxfordshire Hospital
School (OHS) said: “Fundamentally, we were all there
to discuss how we can improve outcomes for children

and young people with medical conditions.

“There is broad agreement between education
and health professionals, echoed by the parents of
children and young people with medical conditions,
that one thing has to change - school and societal

culture.

“There are a number of significant foundations that
need to be in place before cultures change with any
degree of permanence. Firstly there has to be clear
lines of accountability in place. The law is now strong,
the Education Act, the Children & Families Act and
the Equality Act all make it very clear what the
statutory expectations are. Unfortunately, there are
very few tools in play that measure the effectiveness
of system leadership, local policy and daily practice;
the law is not widely understood and is not being
followed.

(Continue reading on page 3)



“Through the promotion of our small project, we To find out more about how the Medical Needs

hope to raise awareness and understanding of In Schools project are working with the Children’s
the issues around supporting children and young Psychological Medicine Team at the Oxford
people with medical conditions, and offer practical University Hospital NHS Trust, visit

advice to professionals to ensure that needs are www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/mnis-medical-needs-in-
met and cultures change. What started as a local schools-project

(Oxfordshire) project, has evolved into a larger
piece of work that now sees us supporting other
schools and Local Authorities across the country. The

message is clear - cultures must change.”

International
Recognition for the OHS

On Thursday 24th October staff and pupils as well as taking
Oxfordshire Hospital School (OHS) partin a tour of the school.
hosted a group of high ranking

government officials from the Steve Lowe, Headteacher at the
United Arab Emirates, including OHS said: “We were delighted to

a member of their royal family, welcome Sheikha Shamma and

Sheikha Shamma bint Sultan bin her team, and thank them for the

Khalifa Al Nahyan. kind donation of books for our
pupils.

The delegation visited the OHS

to look at how a hospital school “It’s a testament to the hard

works in the UK. The team met work and quality of our staff

Pupil Voice
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that we have been recognised
internationally as an example of
good practice, and | am extremely
proud of all our team members at
the OHS”

What do our pupils say about the Oxfordshire Hospital School?

“l could not have sat
my GCSEs without
all the help and
support provided by
Hospital School and
am incredibly thankful
that | received it in the “The Outreach service
year leading up to my

helped me get a new
GCSEs.”

confidence to go into

school.’

“Having education
through Hospital School

genuinely changed my life. After
starting, | felt instantly happier
and more confident, which in turn

prompted me wanting to get
better.”




Pupil Views of the OHS

Throughout this edition of Pupil 1 said: “I really enjoy one-to-

Bespoke, there are quotes from one teaching, It’s nice for me to
pupils giving their view of how they explore my own thinking... it’s a
feel about being taught at the big step from where | was.
OHS.

“My time at the OHS has been
Lorna Wright, Science Teacher great - I’ve made a lot of progress.
at the OHS caught up with a

couple of her pupils recently to

| have caught up with a lot of work
from school and | feel | am getting
there. I'd like to do the GCSE’s
| want to do and pass, not just

find out how they feel about their
experience of the OHS to date.
barely. | want to ace it!
Both pupils are being taught
as part of the OHS outreach “My goal is to go into all of the
classes but | think that | should

be able to go into some... | sleep

teaching programmes (which are
carefully designed to ensure pupils

remain an integral part of their better now, it’s helping [lessons in

home school). The OHS team of school] - | am using more energy

”»

teachers and higher level teaching now.

assistants work in collaboration

with young people, their families,  Pupil 2 said: “l took part in the

education, health and social school bake off and the ‘healing

care professionals to create spaces’ competition. | submitted

focused, personalised learning a photo of the sea because it was

programmes. relaxing and pretty.

Pupil Voice
What do our pupils say about the
Oxfordshire Hospital School?

“I loved the school.
It helped me focus
on something else
other than my cancer.
“Having a timetable,
| found very helpful
because it structured
my days as a patient.”

“The teachers have all been
wonderful and supportive. |
am now hopeful for the future,
whereas before accessing
Hospital School | felt unsure
about my prospects. Thank you to
everyone who has supported me.”

“I like the staff being helpful and
I learn a lot, it’s made more fun
[with the OHS]. | learn the same
stuff as in school but in a better

way, the pace suits me. The OHS
also offer different opportunities,
for example, for me to go to Hill
End to do PE.

To find out more about outreach
teaching at the OHS, visit
www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/outreach-
teaching




The OHS Mathematics faculty has
been developing an interesting
teaching method designed to
allow children to learn concepts
through developmentally
appropriate hands-on experience.

Manipulatives are solid 3D models
that represent mathematical
concepts. They are designed in

a way that means a pupil can
perceive a mathematical concept
by manipulating it (hence the
name).

Resources such as geoboards,
Cuisenaire rods, 100 bead chains,
place value counters, algebra

tiles and dice are now being

Manipulating Maths

used systematically in teaching
Mathematics at the OHS, focusing
on all pupils from Key Stage 1
through to Key Stage 5.

The use of manipulatives in maths
lessons over the past year has
proven beneficial in deepening the
understanding of Mathematics for
OHS pupils.

Laura Madurini, Mathematics
Teacher at the OHS said: “One

of the most interesting aspects

of this project was to find out if
and how the use of manipulatives
benefits pupils in a hospital
setting in particular.

“In addition to positive current
research findings, my experience
this year has shown that the use

of manipulatives offers a higher

degree of freedom for vulnerable

learners.

“On the one hand, the enhanced
understanding allows the pupils
to relax’ more around maths and
focus on deeper understanding
of mathematics rather than
learning processes. On the other
hand, the sensorial aspect of the
manipulatives acts as a sort of
mindful reminder and helps pupils
to keep focus and concentrate for

longer”

The project has spread
successfully from the Mathematics
faculty to the rest of the school,
and now the OHS has a number of
useful manipulatives available to
all sectors to benefit pupils.

OHS Pupils Support Global Climate Strike

The Global Climate Strike on
Friday 20th September 2019 was
supported by many young people
around the globe.

As OHS pupils were not able to join
the strike in person, staff marked
the day by giving young people
from the OHS opportunities to

express their views on climate

change, and use their creativity
to make signs which were shared
using social media.

Children at the Oxford Children’s
Hospital also created a banner
that showed what they feel to

be the most precious things in
our environment. The banner was

carried as part of the student

climate change demonstrations in
Oxford by members of the Centre
for Sustainable Healthcare.

Visit www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/
ohs-news to see the posters and
banner produced by OHS pupils on
this issue.
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Dionne Freeman - Artist in

Residence

Dionne Freeman is the
‘Artist in Residence’ at
the OHS, running regular
workshops at the John
Radcliffe Hospital and
Highfield Adolescent Unit.

By sharing her talent and
expertise with pupils from
the OHS, Dionne guides
the pupils with projects

that involve exploring

different materials, processes and subject matter.

Due to the unique way in which lessons at the OHS
are often delivered (by a bedside, at home orin
hospital based classrooms), innovative teaching
methods are celebrated. Dionne embraces this
approach and sees her role as an artist to not

just deliver arts to the young people, but to also
stimulate ideas, confidence and use of materials for
staff to develop independently.

The OHS has recently commissioned Dionne to
create art toolkits which can be used across the OHS
sites. These toolkits are designed for staff to use

to build confidence and stimulate art ideas whilst
working independently with pupils.

Dionne said: “I like to use different cultural
organisations as a stimulus - there are so many
fantastic museums on our doorstep in Oxford. A
recent project resulted in being featured in the
‘Healing Spaces’ Exhibition at the Town Hall and we
also had an exploration of the senses from Oxford’s
Botanic Garden at the John Radcliffe Hospital.

“I love the variety of the work with the OHS pupils
and their generosity in sharing skills and ideas with

one another. | feel very fortunate to be able to work
so regularly with the OHS - it is such a special school
with amazing staff and incredibly talented young

people.”

Dionne also runs projects across Oxfordshire, from
working with the elderly in Witney Hospital to
working with Oxfordshire Blind Association in the
Ashmolean Museum. She also regularly works with
art teachers and has worked on the MA in Education
Artist Teacher Scheme
course at Oxford
Brookes University as
an associate lecturer
for the last 10 years.
Her role focuses on
working with the artist
teachers to explore
and develop their

own artist identity to

enhance their own
teaching and artist

practice.

Through painting and drawing Dionne invites
the audience to view the spaces with a different
perspective.

So far she

has exhibited
throughout
Oxfordshire at
The Pitt Rivers
Museum, Botanic

Garden, Pegasus

Theatre and Cornerstone Arts Centre.

More information about Dionne and her work can be

found by visiting www.dionnefreeman.com.

A gallery of pupils’ artwork can be viewed on our

website www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/art-gallery



Food Technology at the OHS

Lots of visitors and staff have
recently commented on the
delicious smells coming from the
classrooms on Level O and 1 at the
John Radcliffe (UR) Hospital as
Food Technology is back on the

curriculum!

Thanks to a donation from the
Oxford Hospitals Charity, new

sinks and a dishwasher have been
installed in the classrooms, meaning
that Food Technology lessons can
now take place within the Children’s
Hospital Teaching Sector (CHTS).

This term, pupils have been
following an Italian theme in the
lessons, making foods such as
focaccia, crostata, salatini and
pizza. The theme the pupils follow
will rotate each term, with Spanish,
French, Celebrations and ‘From
Farm to Fork’ all planned for future

terms.

Caron Houchen, teacher at the
OHS who plans and runs the CHTS

sessions said: “The lessons have
been really well received by the
pupils - they have all enjoyed being
creative whilst developing a range
of Food Technology skills.”

“In addition to cooking, we

have also added an element of
philosophy into the lesson, asking
questions such as: ‘The crops of
developing countries are affected
by global warming - what'’s that
got to do with me?’ With support
from members of our Science team,
pupils are able to explore related
Science topics. For example, one
week pupils learnt how the gluten
protein becomes stretchy when you

knead bread dough.”

Food Technology lessons also take
place across the OHS including at
Helen House, and the Highfield
Adolescent Unit, teaching our pupils
important life skills, whilst also
giving them the opportunity to take

part in a fun, practical lesson.

Personal Development

Curriculum - LORIC

At the end of last term, an OHS
pupil completed this amazing
poster based on what they had
learned as part of their LORIC
Personal Development Curriculum
(PDC) sessions.

The sessions are based around
LORIC (Leadership, Organisation,
Resilience, Initiative and
Communication), and this
brilliant poster summarises their

achievements.
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European Day of Languages

On Thursday 26th September 2019
the OHS marked European Day of
Languages.

Across the OHS, pupils and

staff took part in activities that
included; pupils adding their
names to a map of the world to
record which languages they had
experienced; having a go at some
French, German and Spanish
tongue twisters; playing a ‘guess
the language’ quiz; learning about
the different noises that animals
make in different languages and
producing entries for the OHS
European Day of Languages t-shirt
competition.

At the Highfield Adolescent Unit,
pupils made themselves name
badges in different languages and
shared their favourite words which
ranged from ‘plum’ to ‘cip6fiizé’
(Hungarian for shoe lace). They
also taught each other words in
new languages including Dutch,
Polish and British Sign Language.
Following on from the day,

pupils received a ‘Secret Agent’s

Language Challenge’ booklet

which included tasks such as
including greeting five different
people in a different language,
watching a film in a foreign
language and setting their phone
to another language for a day.
Pupils at the Highfield Adolescent
Unit were also challenged to make
a list of all the languages spoken
by the young people, teachers and
ward staff.

The day’s activities were organised
by Charlotte Rayner and Daniel
Lawrence, teachers at the OHS.
Daniel said: “It was great to learn
about the different languages
OHS pupils can speak, and to see
how understanding and receptive
they are to different languages
and cultures.

“The pupils were surprised to
discover just how many languages
are spoken across the world (over
6,000!), and were interested

to hear that their peers spoke
different languages. Some pupils
had been hiding their linguistic
talents so it was good for them to
have a chance to show off!”

J

he Y

L uaynn

L3e)

Charlotte noted that: “Pupils
had a lot of fun with language
and with each other. One of the
highlights for me was discussing
why some words exist in some
languages, but not others - for
example, we don’t use the word
which the Czech do to explain
calling someone’s phone just

so they have your number (and
they shouldn’t pick up), which is

prozvonit!

“The day was a brilliant
opportunity to try something new

alongside each other.”

DID You know-

The Wingfielg Hospitql was
an ‘open qijr hospitqy’ - “in
ordinary Weather q| beds qre

Out under the Sun or sky for

m
Ost of the day. For long stay

cases there js an immense
gain from this, both for the
body ang for the mind”




Thursday 3rd October 2019
marked National Poetry Day, and
pupils were encouraged to create
work around the theme of ‘Show
my Truth’.

With activities taking place across
the OHS, the day was a fantastic
outlet for a lot of pupils to express
their thoughts and feelings.

Corrina Swift, teacher at the OHS
said: “It was quite an emotional
day in outreach, with pupils
recalling memories and dealing
with their emotions and ‘truth’
through poetry. The pupils really
did seem to value the work they
had done. A big highlight for

me was seeing one of my pupils’
beaming face as they recalled
happy memories.

National Poetry Day
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“One of my pupils has also written
a fantastic ‘Ode to the NHS’ - an
organisation they feel extremely

passionate about.”

At the Highfield Adolescent Unit,
pupils thought about what poetry
is, what it means to others and

to us as individuals. They then
looked at some examples of

Pupil Voice

spoken word poetry, and used this
to help define what spoken word
is. Pupils were then encouraged
to have a go at their own spoken
word poetry, which they began by
thinking about what their ‘truth’ is
- what their identity is made up of
and what they want to say to the
world with the voice they’ve been
given.

Georgie Bracey, teacher at the
OHS said: “Pupils thought and
wrote about personal feelings on
mental health and stigma as well
as global issues such as climate
change. Overall it was a big
success tackling a tricky theme!”

Pupils have been encouraged to
enter their work into a school-wide
poetry competition. Look out for
some of these fantastic entries

soon.

What do our pupils say about the Oxfordshire Hospital School?

“Over all the weeks I've
been taught here I've
enjoyed every lesson.

Every time you come
into the classroom you
feel welcomed.”

“l enjoyed my lessons
very much. | was
encouraged to do my
best every time.”

“I felt the range of
activities on offer were
very good.”

“l really enjoyed
my time at the
Hospital School.”

“The experience was

amazing and gave me
confidence to continue
with my education.”




Healing Spaces Exhibition on Tour

Following on from a successful run at the Museum of
Oxford in the summer, some of the artwork, displays
and panels from the ‘Healing Spaces - Child Health
in Oxford’ exhibition have been on display at the
Warneford Hospital, Oxford.

Created by The
Museum of Oxford

in collaboration with
the OHS (alongside
Oxfordshire Health
Archives and Oxford
Hospitals Charity),

the ‘Healing Spaces -
Child Health in Oxford’
exhibition told the
history of children and
young people’s health in

A Hospital School pupil uses an early computer, with the
teacher’s support (1980s)

Oxford, focusing on their

personal experiences.

The exhibition included fascinating artefacts and
information on the history of the OHS using items
from the OHS and the Oxford archives. It outlined
some of the support the OHS has offered young

people with
medical needs
in Oxfordshire
over the last
hundred years.

Catherine

Costello, Leader
for Learning,
Children’s Hospital Teaching Sector at the OHS
said: “It’s brilliant that elements from the original
exhibition are continuing to reach audiences in
different contexts

‘Outside one of the open-air wards at the Wingfield Hospital
(19205)

around the county.
It was a wonderful
opportunity for
OHS to be able

to collaborate
with the Oxford
Museum on this
project and we look forward to integrating elements
of the exhibition into our 100 years celebrations.”

Pupil Voice
What do our pupils say about the Oxfordshire Hospital School?

“l felt very safe

and able to talk

openly with my
tutors.”

“The teaching
strategies are
exceptional.”

“Epic!
Awesome!”
“I felt really

supported and
helped.”’




The Children’s Hospita

The Children’s Hospital Teaching
Sector (CHTS) includes the John
Radcliffe Hospital (the JR), the
Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre
(NOC) and Helen & Douglas House
Children’s Hospice.

CHTS pupils are taught from the
Early Years Foundation Stage
(EYFS) to Key Stage 5. The number
of pupils taught varies from day to
day, but there are usually around
20-30 pupils across the three

settings.

At the JR and Helen & Douglas
House, pupils have the
opportunity to take part in group
workshops every morning. These
workshops include music, art,
virtual reality expeditions, literacy
and numeracy. Some workshops
are delivered by external partners
such as the artist in residence,
Dionne Freeman, and the County

Music Service.

Representatives from the Oxford

Museums and storytellers from

N

at the OHS

Read for Good often visit CHTS
pupils. Young people can access
these workshops at their bedside
if they are not able to come to the

classroom.

CHTS also provides pupils with
the opportunity to engage in
one-to-one lessons with subject
specialists who will support them
with home school work. Teaching
can take place at their bedside
and in the classroom, if they are
well enough to attend. Pupils
often engage in two or more
sessions a day.

Prince Harry recently visited

the JR and came to the

Level O classroom to see a

music technology lesson with
Community Albums. He listened to
pupils’ music and even showed off

a few dance moves!

Pupils at the NOC attend the on-
site classroom every afternoon
as part of their treatment

programme. They focus on

| Teaching Sector

completing work provided by their
home school and are supported

by a teacher.

Pupils have a range of medical
and educational needs;
maintaining a personalised and
flexible approach to ensure the
needs of each individual are met
is crucial for the OHS staff working
within CHTS settings.

Catherine Costello, Leader

of Learning at CHTS said,

“The pupils’ resilience and
determination to succeed in the
face of challenging situations
impresses me every day. It is a real
privilege to work with them and

their families.”

More information about CHTS
can be found on the OHS website
- www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/childrens-
hospital-teaching.




What we do

The OHS’s guiding mission is

to deliver the highest quality,
personalised education to children
across Oxfordshire with physical
and mental health conditions that
prevent them from attending their
usual schools.

Our team of talented and
experienced teachers and

HLTAs work with children who

are receiving in-patient care at
Oxford’s hospitals and those being
taught in our Outreach setting.
Our focus is to satisfy the unique
learning needs of every pupil with
a varied and flexible range of one-
to-one lessons and group activities
that are engaging, enjoyable and
stimulating, and taught in safe

and nurturing environments. In

Dates for your Diary

5th October 2019 - Centenary
Celebrations for 100 years of the OHS
began!
Tuesday 7th January 2020 - First day
back for Spring Term
17th February 2020 - 21st February
2020 - Spring half term
6th April 2020 - 17th April 2020 -
Easter Holidays
Friday 8th May 2020 - May Day Bank
Holiday (to replace Monday 4th May)
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Apart from book cover (page 3) © Royal Publishing House 2018

Oxfordshire
Hospital School

this way, our aim is for each child
to achieve academically, socially
and emotionally during their time
with us.

We are in a unique position where
we are not bound by a whole-class
curriculum and can instead design
our teaching around each child’s
needs and interests, including
those working towards national

school exams.

We balance high quality academic
studies, brought to life by inspiring
subject specialists, with a vibrant
programme of cultural and artistic
activities, from art and music to
film-making and presenting. We
believe that these opportunities
for artistic and cultural expression

Twitter
@OxHospSchool

Instagram

@oxfordshirehospitalschool

Facebook

@Oxfordshirehospitalschool

Ofsted

Outstanding
Provider

are fundamental to our pupils’
spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development, self-esteem, self-

expression and overall wellbeing.

This philosophy is central to

our effectiveness and means

that pupils of all ages not only
make excellent progress but feel
motivated to learn, empowered by
their achievements, prepared for
the next stage in their education,
and able to positively navigate life
in modern society.

Please do not hesitate to contact
us if you feel we can be of further

assistance.

The OHS has a monthly newsletter
packed full of information and news
that can be delivered straight into your
inbox! Go to www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk/
bespoke-our-newsletter and enter your

details and all our news will come to you!

Contact Us

General enquiries:
Laura Campbell
Tel: 01865 957480
E-Mail: office(@ohs.oxon.sch.uk

Headteacher:
Steve Lowe
Tel: 01865 957480
E-Mail: head@ohs.oxon.sch.uk

Oxfordshire Hospital School
c/o St Nicholas’ Primary School
Raymund Road
Old Marston
Oxford OX3 OPJ

www.ohs.oxon.sch.uk



