
The curriculum takes into account the differing needs of pupils with a disorder of consciousness (DOC) who may need a curriculum
that is age appropriate whilst working on developmental skills that may have been lost or compromised due to injury. Multimodal
sensory stimulation approaches provide input to all 5 senses in the hope that it will enhance synaptic reinnervation and accelerate
neurological recovery. Some learners make significant progress so teaching and learning approaches remain open and look for
significant changes in abilities and give the learner opportunities to respond at a higher level than they appear to be working at. The
thematic framework in the map above represents an approach to thematic teaching rather than the specific topics named.



Baseline assessment observation protocol

Exploring social knowledge, auditory, olfactory, visual and tactile responses. This phase is likely to take place over a period of
several weeks and acknowledges the difficulties in interpreting if behaviours are conscious or unrelated & coincidental.
Observations look for general (reflexive) and contextual (awareness, attending and locating) responses. These observations,
combined with the levels of arousal and awareness are used to inform next steps. All targets are cross curricular and an integral
part of all lessons.

Communication

This is multi-modal and built into routines and activities and allows for processing time. Approaches may include short, simple
sentences, speaking slowly, leaving pauses and time for responses, presenting one idea at a time, feedback to the learner about
the interpretation of their responses (you’re smiling, it looks like you’re enjoying this) asking simple, affirmative questions with
yes/no answers. Modes of communication remain dynamic and responsive to changing needs.

Continuum of Skills Development

This provides for very small steps of progress to be acknowledged and measured. We aim to create an environment that
encourages the young person to want to learn. This requires a very personalised approach which uses prior interests and familiar
information which may be motivating e.g. a favourite song/football team/book. Curriculum planning also recognises that  doing the
unexpected, stopping favourite activities or including dislikes may provide useful responses. The progression of development within
a skill can be broken down into 3 stages:

Acquisition Fluency Generalisation

The very beginning of the learning
process which looks to establish a desired
response (with 50% success rate approx.)

This is the rate at which a desired
response or behaviour occurs (with 70%
success rate approx.)

This is when a behaviour or response can
be demonstrated in a variety of contexts
and circumstances (with 70% success
rate approx.)

With thanks to the Surrey Teaching Centre for their advice and support in formulating this curriculum


